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Courts ban 
Nolans strike 


THE HIGH Court has 
banned workers at 
Nolans Transport in New 
Ross from striking for 
pay, conditions and un- 
ion recognition. 

After two years of resistance, 
hardship and violence against 
them, the Nolans strikers have 
been threatened with jail if they 
continue to picket. 

The High Court Judge Barron has 
ordered their union, SIPTU, to pay 
the Nolan truck company: 

W £600,000 for loss in their prof- 


UNIONS 


ee 


its and legal costs. 

m £25,000 for printing leaflets 
which revealed the filthy tactics the 
company was using to break the 
strike. 

E £8,000 fuel costs for every 
month of the strike because the 
company had to make longer jour- 
neys after being blacked. 


Outcry 


The judgement represents the 
most serious attack on union rights 
in decades. It should be met with a 
Massive outcry of protest from 
workers. 


Judge Barron allowed the bosses 
at Nolans the right to challenge the 
way SIPTU conducted its ballot for 
strike action. 

The union brought ballot papers 
to the court but the bosses claimed 
that the ballot was rigged. 

After hearing the evidence Judge 
Barron claimed that Patricia Nolan 
and her brother Seamus Nolan were 
“more reliable’ witness than those 
of the union officials Margaret de 
Courcey and Tony Ayton. 

Judge Barron belongs to the tiny 
elite of Irish society who have gone 
to an exclusive private school. 

He went to the high class St 
Columba’s school in Rathfarnham. 

When he found the word of the 
bosses ‘more reliable’ he was say- 
ing that he finds Ais class more trust- 
worthy than the working class. 

From now on all union ballots can 
be challenged by bosses who can 
expect to get a sympathetic hearing 


-in the courts. 


According to the Irish Times, un- 
ion members can now be “put on 
the stand and asked to indicate how 
they voted”. 

If workers are intimidated by the 
threat of the sack into denying that 
they voted for strike, their union can 
be sued for damages. 


E Continued on page 2 
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Tories 
efuse 


THE TORIES have refused to fund the 


Irish language secondary school on the 


Falls Road. 


The school—Meanscoil Feirste—applied to be 
recognised by the Department of Education after 


consistently increasing its 


numbers. 


The DOE refused claiming that the school was 
too small as it has less than 300 pupils. 
Yet 18 per cent of secondary schools in Northern 


Ireland have less than 300 p 

One teacher at the 
school told Socialist 
Worker what the lack of a 
State grant meant. 

“The school is only kept 
going by voluntary fund- 
ing. It really is disgrace- 
ful. 

“We reckon that the 
government has saved 
themselves £400,000 in 
the three years that this 
school has been opened”. 


Suffering 


She also explained how 
the students at the school 
are suffering. 

“A lot of parents in this 
area are on income sup- 
port. 

“If they were at any 
other school, their chil- 
dren would be entitled to 
school meals and travel 
allowance. 

“But here they are de- 
nied these rights”. 


Support for the school 
has come from a group 
based in the Shankill 
Women’s Centre who 
are learning Irish. 


150 teachers and pupils 
picketed the DOE’s head- 
quarters in Bangor in pro- 
test at the decision and a 
campaign has been 
mounted in support of the 
school. 

The refusal to fund the 
school has shown that talk 
of investment is a sham 
and that the Tories are 
content in the bigotry. 


upils and still get funded. 


Jailed for 40) 


message at last. 
It was announced in 
December that they rec- 
ognise there is strong op- 
position to the charges. 
They have promised to 
publish a white paper sug- 
gesting a ‘more equitable’ 


years by 


garda fit-up 


PETER PRINGLE, 
the man jailed for 40 
years for suppos- 
edly shooting a 
guard, is innocent. 

Pringle says he was the 
victim of a miscarriage of 
justice 14 years ago. 

This month the Court of 
Criminal Appeal will hear 
that his murder confession 
was invented by gardai. 

The entire legal system, 
especially the gardai, are 
running scared at what 
will happen if Pringle’s 
appeal succeeds. 


Jailed 


The case may be a mis- 
carriage of justice the likes 
of which has never been 
seen in Ireland before—on 
a par with the Birmingham 
Six and Guildford Four 
cases. 

Pringle, who has always 
maintained his innocence, 
was jailed for the murder of 


Continued from page one 


The bosses forced the 
union leaders to agrec to 
their demand for a secret 
ballot before all strikes 
in the Industrial Rela- 
tions Act of 1990). 

But now they have put 
the unions in a catch 22 
position: because there 
are no names or signa- 
tures on the ballot, no 
union can fully prove its 
members voted for strike 
action at a particular 
time. 

Workers have now to 
act urgently to defend 


their rights. Nolan’s 
Transport should be 
blacked as a vicious 
anti-union firm. 


If it wants to take on 
the Irish trade union 
movement, then it 
should start to feel, the 
real strength of organ- 
ised labour. 


SIPTU members 
should also tell the un- 
ion not to pay the fine. 
Instead the union should 
be calling for a massive 
round of protests. 


Garda Henry Byrne in 
1981. 

One barrister said there 
was an “omnibus of com- 
plaint” in relation to Garda 
behaviour before, during 
and after Pringle’s arrest. 


The litany of com- 
plaints includes the most 
damning: that during his 
interrogation by gardai, 
his “confession” was in- 
vented by gardai. 


Gardai claim Pringle 


AFTER NEARLY a year of marches, pick- 
ets and organised or spontaneous dem- 
onstrations against the service charges 
the government seem to be getting the 


means of funding local au- 
thorities. 


There will also be a tax 
allowance for service 
charges paid, at the stand- 
ard rate of up to £150. 


And the 1962 Sanitary 


said: “I know you know that 
I was involved but on the 
advice of my solicitor 1 am 
saying nothing and you will 
have to prove it all the 
way.” 


Evidence 


Pringle says his words 
were simply: “J know you 
think that I was involved,” 
and that the second part of 
the sentence was added on. 

Strong evidence during 
Pringle’s appeal in Decem- 


Peter Pringle 


Services Act will be 
amended to curb the power 
of local authorities to dis- 
connect water supply for 
non-payment. 


Anger 


In the meantime there 
will be no more 
disconnections. 

According to Deirdre 
Cronin of the Dun 
Laoghaire/Rathdown Anti 


ber by a British “authorship 
attribution” scientist 
backed up his claim. 

The appeal was put back 
to January 23 because the 
guards were accused of be- 
ing slow in producing evi- 
dence. 

Taken along with other 
evidence, Pringle should 
never have gone to prison. 

His appeal may show 
that the Irish legal system 
of injustice is just as corrupt 
as any other. 


SERVICE CHARGES: 
Action forces 


concessions 


ign: 
Water Charges Campalg 
“This proves that militant 

ction works. 
. “Jt puts pressure on the 
local authorities and dem- 
onstrates the level of an- 
ger out there fo the govern- 
ment.” 
She said: “The best ya 

the 
to fight by far was on 
estates themselves, where 
the community stuck to- 
gether and physically 
stopped disconnections. 


It was the actions of or- 
dinary people that forced | 
the government to climb 
down. 

In Ashbourne Co. Meath. 
in November the council 
had attempted to isolate in- 
dividuals and intimidate 
them into paying. 

Having disconnected one 
woman a work gang moved 
on to a second house. But 
an angry crowd gathered, 


The workmen became so 
flustered that they burst a 
mains, cutting off the wa- 
ter to 400 houses. 


In Waterford in Septem- 
er a huge crowd sur- 
rounded a van-load of 
scabs. The scabs were pow- 
erless to do anything. 


After the Gardai arrested 
three demonstrators the 
residents marched to the lo- 
cal police station and de- 
manded their release. They 
were released without 
charge. 

The government are 
shaky on the issue now but 
the charges are not gone 
yet. The campaign should 
continue until they are 
scrapped altogether. 


rt 


Bishops block 
gay society 


The Catholic Bishops at Maynooth University 


have blocked an attempt to have a student gay 
society recognised. x \ 

Gay societies are officially recognised by every 
one of the other seven universities in the Repub- 
‘lic of ireland. Maynooth is now the only univer- 
sity to discriminate against gay students. 

The Gay society in Maynooth have sought rec- 
ognition for several years. Last year they were 

defeated only by the casting vote of the Presi- 
dent of the College, Michael Ledwith who disap- 
peared from the college shortly afterwards. 

This defeat happened after a student repre- 

sentative refused to support the agreed student 
union policy which favours recognition of gay so- 
cieties. This year the student made sure that they 

had a representative who would vote for the gay 
society. 

But once the Bishop saw that they were going 
to be defeated this year, they changed the rules 
and abolished the present internal college com- 
mittee which is responsible for college societies. 

Huge protests now need to be organised in 
Maynooth to protest at this blatant bigotry. 
Maynooth is a Rubey funded institution. The 
Bishops should be told that the days when they 


could run it as their own property are over. 


Susan O'Keefe in court for exposing Beef fraud 


SUSAN O’KEEFE, the World in Action jour- 
nalist who drew attention to fraud and tax 
evasion in Goodman International comes 


to court on January 26th. 


She is pleading “not 
guilty” to a charge of 
contempt for not reveal- 
ing her sources. Susan 
O’Keefe faces a fine of 
up to £10,000 and up to 


two years in jail for her 
stand. 


The National Union of 
Journalists is backing her 
stand. Owen Ronayne, 
Irish Secretary of the Un- 


ion said that “you couldn’t 
get a better journalist. Her 
stand is quite justified. We 
will be mounting a protest 
meeting and pickets in her 
support.” 

zone hope is that we see 
a ‘Ponting’ judgement. 
Where the MCS 
their disaffection with 
what’s going on by a ‘not 
guilty’ verdict regardless 


WHY NOLANS ARE ON 


STRIKERS AT 
Nolans had to work 
up to 15 hours a 
day for as little as 
£2.50 an hour. 

Jimmy Halligan or- 
gunised his fellow work- 
ers into a union to im- 
prove their conditions. 
He described whut hap- 
pened after he ap- 
proached the manager, 
Jim Nolan, 

“He told me I was only 


a reject from my previous 
employer and that if I did 
not leave the place I 
could fuck off out of it” 

After this Jimmy was 
dismissed. 


Support 


He took his case to the 
Employment Tribunal 
and won. 

But Judge Barrons's 
ral et cuts across 

s. 


The strikers had wide- 
spread support but had 
to put up with intimida- 
tion and abuse. 

@ Their caravan was 
stoned and its windows 
broken. 

E rubble was dumped at 
the caravan at night. 

E One striker was as- 
saulted with a mallet, 

M Another strikers was 
threatened with ‘a taste 
of lead" by the chief or- 
ganiser of the scabs, the 


of the strictly legal consid- 
erations.” 


Before she was charged 


Her stand should be sup- 
ported. 


Susan O’ Kee: 7 
eas fe told Social- 
“T will never reveal my 
Sources. It’s up to the 
Judge to decide if there is 
a penalty. Whatever the 
Judge decides will not 


move me from A 
tion.” my posi- 


STRIKE 


former Fianna Faj 
ere Jim Dees pias 
vyer was later bound 

the peace for his activities 

h In March 1994, one of 
è striker’s car was shot 

at with a bullet from an 

i rifle found lying on 

Passenger seq 
peared to have beh ra 


throughs the window, 


It is an outrage that the 
only prosecution emerging 
from the Beef Tribunal is 
that of the person who ex: 
posed the corruption. It is 
clear that Ireland’: 
“Golden Circle” want to 
intimidate anyone who 
sheds light on what they 
are up to. 


What you can do 


Q Raise this resolu- 
tion in your union 
branch: 

This branch believes 
that the judgement in 
the Nolan’s dispute 
represents a grave 
assault on union 
rights. 

E Calls for a cam- 
Paign of protests and 
Stoppages 
ader SIPTU to 

use to pay the fine.” 
Q Order petitions from 
PO Box 1648, Dublin 8 


W 
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This weak right wing 
government 
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Part of the Disability Pride march in Dublin last month 


Tory hypocrisy on 


THE BRITISH Tory 
government is de- 
termined to exploit 
the weakness of 
Irish republicans. 
While Adams has been 
feted in the White House 
and Dublin Castle, the 
Tories have been increas- 
ing the pressure on him. 
E Sinn Fein are to be ex- 
cluded from full negotia- 
tion until IRA weaponry is 
“de-commissioned’. 
While they make 
these demands the To- 


rles give a free hand to 
the armed forces of the 
RUC and British army to 
continue their harass- 
ment. 

E The Tories insist on 
treating Sinn Fein and the 
political representatives of 
the loyalist paramilitaries 
as equals. 

But a third of Catholics 
in Northern Ireland voted 
for Sinn Fein—while a 
handful of Protestants 
voted for the loyalist death 
squads. 

The new Sinn Fein 


Strategy of trying to win 
friends and influence in 
high places has brought 
many token gestures but 
few concrete results. 

The danger now is that 
a section of the republi- 
cans will look for a return 
to the tactic of the armed 
struggle. 

But armed struggle 
ended after 25 years be- 
cause it was a failure. The 
only concessions were 
won when masses took to 
the streets. An attempt to 
revive this tactic now 


THE POLITICAL crisis over the Fr Smyth 
affair has ended in a farce. 


Instead of revealing 
the truth behind the 
cover-up, the politi- 
cians in Dail Eireann 
tied themselves up in 
legal knots and proce- 
dure. 

They will never reveal 
why it took seven 
months to extradite a 
child abusing priest 
when it only took days to 
extradite republicans like 
Dominic McGlinchey. 

The main result has 
been to produce a new 
government without hav- 
ing a new election. 

There have hardly 
been any losers from the 
last election in 1992. 
Every party has had a 
turn at government ex- 
cept the PDs. Elections 
in modern Ireland now 
come down to who is 
going to be the odd one 
out. 

The new Coalition will 
continue the old right 
wing policies of the last 
Coalition. 

They will target public 
sector workers and 
maintain the taxes on 
welfare benefits. The 
will be rabidly pro-busi- 
ness. 

During the Packard 


Cae 


could only lead to more 
intense sectarian conflict. 

We need to unite both 
Catholic and Protestant 
workers to fight the cor- 
rupt states of both North- 
ern and Southern Ireland. 

Working class politics 
rather than nationalist 
politics offers the only 
way forward. 

And we need to con- 
struct a working class 
party based on these poli- 
tics—that is the alternative 
aot Workeris fighting 
lor. 


crisis they took the side 
of General Motors and 
told workers that they 
would have to solve ‘the 
industrial relations prob- 
lem'.. This meant accept- 
ing that they should work 
two hours longer a week. 
The fact that some La- 
bour and Democratic Left 
ministers are in more 
powerful positions will 
make little difference. 
Labour’s new Finance 
Minister, Ruairi Quinn, told 
the Sunday Business 
Post, that he was leaving 


a Department of Enter- 
prise and Environment 
that was “far more sym- 
athetic towards small 
usiness than when it was 
managed by predecessor 
Des O'Malley of the Pro- 
gressive Democrats.” 


Problems 


But the Rainbow Coa- 
lition is also a weak gov- 
ernment. John Bruton got 
the support of only 10 per 
cent in the opinion polls 
two weeks before he be- 
came Taoiseach. ’ 

His party, Fine Gael is 
like a team that is drawn 


from the subs bench 
when the major players, 
FF, are having problems. 
Itis a mainly rural party 
that only polled 16% of 
votes in urban areas— 
usually in the middle class 
suburbs. It is despised for 
its pro-Unionist rhetoric. 
his means that they 
can be beaten when they 
attack workers. Real ac- 
tive resistance to their 
plans can work. A 
In the new year social- 
ists have to point to the 
divisions and weakness 
at the top of Irish society 
to encourage the growing 
resistance from workers. 


Where is the 
opposition? 


THE LAST 1982-87 

Fine Gael-Labour 
overnment was 
ated. 


Fianna Fail were 
able to rebuild them- 
selves in opposition by 
attacking its “Thatch- 
erism”. Even the far 
right bigots of SPUC 
could make gains with 
slogans like “Jobs not 
divorce”. 

Could it happen 
again? Those who 
think that Irish politics 
works like a pendulum 
believe so. 

But they are wrong. 
Flanna Fail are enter- 
ing opposition in a far 
weaker position than 
ever before. 

They have lost many 
members and support- 
ers over the past years. 

Their whole leader- 
ship—not just Rey- 
nolds—is implicated in 
the Smyth cover-up. 
Many have seen them 
for the liars and crooks 
that they are. 


FF is also deeply di- 
vided. The “Country 
and Western” wing 
around Geoghegan- 
Quinn, Reynolds and 
Cowan want a return to 
an open alliance with 
the Bishops but many 
of the city deputies 
sense the danger of 
this aey in a 
changing Ireland. 

Next year these ten- 
sions will grow with 
the divorce referen- 
dum and the Abortion 
Information Bill. 


Bigots 


The bigots in SPUC 
and Youth Detence are 
also a lot weaker than 
they were in the 1980s. 
Even before the Smyth 
affair the candidate of 
the clerical right in the 
recent Cork by-election 
got less than 2 per cent 
of the vote. 

Now that the hypoc- 
risy of the bishops on 
child abuse is ex- 
posed, even fewer will 


turn to the bigots. 
These after all are 
the people who cam- 
paigned against the 
‘Stay Safe” pro- 
gramme in schools be- 
cause it was warning 
against child sex 
abuse. They pretended 
that child abuse did not 
exist in holy ireland. 
The real opposition to 
this government has to 
come from socialists. 
That opposition will 
be built outside Dail 
Elreann. Revolutionary 
socialists have now a 
golden opportunity if 
they can fink up with 
workers whose confi- 
dence and militancy 
has started to revive. 
The right will grow in 
this country only if so- 
cialists fail in that task. 
Socialist Worker sup- 
porters now provide 
one of the largest net- 
works of opposition to 
this rotten Coalition. 
_We have a responsi- 
bility to build a strong 
party quickly. 


Socialist Worker goes fortnightly 


FROM THIS issue onward 
Socialist Worker will appear 
every two weeks. 

Up to now we have produced a 
monthly paper but this is no longer 
enough. A 

The depth of the crisis in Irish soci- 
ety means that socialists can no longer 
just sit back and comment on the 
world. 

We have to intervene in the strug- 
gles and debates that are taking place 
around us. 

Socialist Workerhas a proud record 
of intervening and in some cases lead- 
ing struggles. We stood with the work- 
ers in TEAM Aer Lingus when Tony 
O'Reilly's papers were calling their 
shop stewards ‘Aerheads' and ‘dino- 
saurs’. 

We made links with workers on Pre- 
mier Dairies and helped to win an ar- 
gument for solidarity between Premier 


-workers in Finglas and Rathfarnham. 


We set up groups to fight the water 
charges and built angry protests out- 
side council offices. 

Our growing branches in the North 
are fighting to make workers’ unity 
more than just a slogan. 

To offer a way forward in workers’ 
struggles and to respond to the 
changes that are happening all the 
time requires a fortnightly Socialist 
Worker. 

With Democratic Left joining coali- 
tion along with Labour there is now 
no left wing opposition in the South. 

In the North Sinn Fein are firmly 
wedded to the nationalist establish- 
ment and there is no alternative for 
workers who want to break from com- 
munal politics. 

Socialist Worker does not believe 
in sitting on the fence. 

__ We want to get stuck into organis- 
ing a real opposition on the ground 


instead of looking for the mercs and 
perks of government. 
The fortnightly paper is the key to 


building real roots in the working class. 
_ People no longer see us as eccen- 
trics but look to our paper to give the 
el about what is happening in soci- 
ety. 
We aim to spread the circulation of 
Socialist Worker in two ways: 
E Regular sales outside workplaces 


as a means of building a base among 
workers; 


Œ A delivery system where copies of . 
the paper are dropped off to our mem- ° 
bers and supporters as soon as each 
issue appears. 


_Help us to make the fortnightly So- 
cialist Worker a success by taking 
regular copies to sell to your friends 
and workmates. 


__ To put your name on the distribu- 
tion list fill out the form below. 


a hee rere iets SO 


Help build up Socialist Worker's circulation 


(| would like a copy dropped off to me each fortnight 


l 
- Q | want to take copies to sell each fortnight* 
Į} 41! would like to take out a six month subscription** 


1 You Pay only for the copies you sell 
[Return to Socialist Wo. 
eS aes 


eer 


eee A cnn. Hey men Phone?.:......2..:5.0 

**€6.50 for 12 issues post free 

er PO Box 1648 Dublin 8 
= m 
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THINGS 
THEY SAY 


. “To be a Fianna Fail 


Cumman member is 
only one step above a 
convict. 

“They are 
demoralised, 
disgusted, annoyed, 
rudderless, headless 
chickens, lost, 
hopeless and heading 
for opposition’—Daily 
Star 

=l had a soft spot for 
Haughey but l was a 
Dev man myself’—Fr 
Brendan Smyth 

“It’s called doing your 
own thing. It’s the 
'90s”—Spokesperson 


` for US skateboard 


manufacturer, EL 
Segundo, who named 
one of its skateboards 
‘Bitch’ and used a 
logo of a man pointing 
a gun at a woman’s 
head. 

“We are on the 


. barricades now and 


the enemy is just 
about fo rout us"— 
Youth Defence 
sponsor Richard 
Greene on the 
tribulations of the 
bigots. 


DAIL EIREANN 
has recently 
given us some 


high quality entertain- 
ment as the liars and 
hypocrites stumble 
from scandal to scan- 
dal. 

Unfortunately the 
British House of Lords 
has not been as ani- 
mated. During the read- 
ing of 
Kenneth 


budget speech Lord 


Bernard Donoghue 
nodded off to sleep on 
the shoulder of his 
neighbour. 

When he woke up he 
was about to apologise 
to his neighbouring 
Lord only to discover 
that he was asleep too. 


IF ANYTHING of any use 
comes to us out of the cur- 
rent ongoing disgrace and 
exposure of the Catholic 

į church, it may well be the 
total undermining of it’s 
detrimental power in Irish 
society. 

ft is of liule credit to us that 
so many have been conned by 
this institution of power for so 
long. 

Essentially the few gnod 
priests, the genuine Christians 
were/are being used by the 
power hungry monsters at the 
centre of power to insure the 
loyalty of the flock. 

It's hard to walk away from 
that church, but it’s a walk you 
must lake. The Catholic Church 
is irreformable. 

If you have need to believe 
in a god then your spiritual 
needs should be fulfilled with- 
out associating with an institu- 
tion as corrupt and power hun- 
gry as the Catholic Church. 
JAMES MC BARRON, CORK 
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Torture b 


UN troops 


ANYONE who thinks UN troops 
can do much good in Bosnia 
should look at a recent court 


case in Canada. 

The court heard how the country’s UN 
troops in Somalia tortured a Somali boy to 
death last year taking photographs as they 
did so. ` 

Sixteen soldiers arrested teenager Shidane 
Arone as a “suspected looter”. He was 
punched in the face, kicked with heavy army 
boots, beaten with batons and burned on the 
soles of his feet. 


Bank home hypocrisy 


THE BANK of Ireland is a major sponsor of the Big Issue 
magazine which aims to help the homeless and long term 


unemployed. 


But a recent report by Focus Point throws some light on 
the bank’s concern for the homeless. It showed that the 
number of homeless families receiving emergency B+B ac- 
commodation had risen from 5 in 1990 to 500 in 1993. 

The report found that 1 in 30 of the homeless people were 
made destitute after their homes were repossessed. 

By who?—By the big banks like the Bank of Ireland. 
Next time you hear of the “social concern” of the bank of 


Ireland have a look at their profit margin. 


Last year they made £280 profit. No wonder they can 
give out small grants to cover their sick activity of kicking 


people out of houses. 


Shark gets black eye 


HORSEY Desmond Shark a barrister got on 
bus in his full riding gear and came across a woman 
who made ‘lewd’ remarks about his appearance. 


The bold Desmond’s 


The Canadian soldiers played Russian rou- 
lette holding a gun to the blindfolded boy’s 
head and smashed his shins with a metal bar 
before he finally died after several hours of 
such torture. . 

Other soldiers heard the screams but did 
nothing—some of the troops boasted of the 
Somali “peacekeeping” mission as a chance 
to “kill niggers”. 

The court incredibly found only three of 
those involved guilty of any crime. One got 
five years in jail and another just 90 days, 
while the commanding officer was merely 
Teprimanded. 


l- 
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Dr E a ’s monster 


i Joe 


He’s back from th 


THE DUP in 
Craigavon are 
determined to 


prevent people en- 
joying themselves on 
Sunday. 

Not content with ban- 
ning swimming an 
bowls, they have now 
blocked a proposal for 
guided walks. 

However their ban on 
Sunday recreation does 
not extend to that “gentle- 
man’s game”—golf. 


THE Northern Ire 
and Office must be 
i desperate for friends 


judging by the amount it 
RO Xmas cards. 

Out of 12 government 
departments, the Northern 
Ireland Office spends the 
most on cards. 

The bill so far runs to 
£2,048 


’ 


edad 1g 


blood was up and he 
smacked the woman across 
her bottom with his riding 
whip. 

Imagine Desmond’s sur- 
prise when the woman ‘gave 
him a whack or two’. He 
claims that he received ‘a 
marked blacking and swell- 
ing on the right orbit”. 

When he took a case for 
damages to the High Court 
he lost. Seems like the plebs 
are in revolt these days and 
even the judges dare not 
help. 


stops demo 


| TOOK part in a number of protests on National Anti- 
Fur Day on 26th November. We encountered harass- 


ment from the gardai. 

In one incident outside 
Vard's Furriers in South Anne 
St, eight of us gathered to 
hand out leaflets. 

We were only there ten 
minutes when a garda ap- 
proached us and told us we 
‘would have to leave. 

| asked him why and he 
mentioned Section 8 of the 
Public Order Act. | asked what 
that meant and he said it was 
failing to comply with a garda’s 
request. 

felt this to be a very wide- 
ranging power for an individual 
to have and also probably un- 
constitutional. The garda 
agreed and added that most 
gardai believed the Public Or- 
der Act to be unconstitutional. 

The garda mentioned that 
he was off-duty at 2.00 pm so 
we waited until then to setup 


A _TRELAND and the US are 

By he two most unequal coun- 

tries in the industrial world 

in terms of the gap between rich 
and poor. 

A survey by the government's 
Economic and Social Research In- 
stitute shows that the bottom 50% 
of Irish households have only 12% 
of the total wealth while the top 
10% of the population have 42% 
of the wealth. 

In other words each person in the 
top 10% is on average 20 times 
richer than those in the bottom 
50%. 


again. 

Later we returned to 
Barnado's Furriers in Grafton 
Street, where earlier in the day 


PHOTO: DEREK SPIERS (REPORT) 


HACKS MISS JUNKET 


POLITICAL correspondents of main Southern 
Newspapers were all set for an all expenses paid 
three day junket to Britain. 

The trip, to be paid for by the British government's 
Foreign Office, was to include a special briefing with 
John Major and Douglas Hurd. 

The political journalists were sadly not able to avail 
of the Tory government's hospitality because they had 
to stay in Ireland and report on the prolonged Fianna 
Fail/Labour crisis. 

Why would supposedly objective journalists accept 
what amounts to a large bribe from the Conservative 
government? 

Why is the so little coverage of incidents of British 
army harassment given in the national papers? 


a ban garda had ordered us 
to move on from. 
We continued our protest 


here until 4pm when we re- 
turned to the AFAR stand out- 
side the Central Bank on Col- 


lege Green. 
CATHERINE LYNOTT, 
DUBLIN 


Health care denied 


l live in Tallaght with my family, 
wife, four daughters, 
one son and | am unemployed. 

Our eldest daughter Susan is aged 14 
and a keen Irish dancer who has won 17 
trophies and 33 medals in 18 months. 

ecently Susan developed a condition 
called Burstitis -- a very painful knee prob- 
fem which prevents her from dancing and 


Margaret m 


walking any distance. 


The doctor sent Susan for physiotherapy. 
There are only two hospitals which the dac- 


tor recommended. But both hospitals re- 
fused. 

The Adelaide Hospital said “Go private - 
- but it will be expensive. At the moment 
we are not accepting referrals from GPs.” 

The Meath Hospital refused outright say- 
ing they are accepting no GP referrals. 

Since then my doctor has told me he has 
a letter from St James Hospital refusing 
physiotherapy treatment for people from 
Tallaght and Clondalkin. 

LUKE O'REILLY, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 


— py LAURA CANNING __ 
ajor’s jobs 


boost 


Belfast newspape 
of the investment 


fast last month. 

John Major flew in es- 
pecially to meet busi- 
ness delegates at a 
£200 per head dinner in 
the Europa Hotel, where 
he “discussed ways of 
bringing prosperity to 
Northern Ireland". ; 

The ‘huge boost 
which came out of the 
conference was a £75 
million deal which 
brought 313 jobs. 

Major was praised by 
British and Irish politi- 
cians for this success. 
But the reality is that 
there is little to cel- 
ebrate. 

It works out at £240,000 
per job created. 

None of the workers 
who get employed could 
expect to earn anything 
like this even if they 
worked for their whole life- 
time. 

This matters little to the 
companies that have in- 
vested. 

They are interested in 
grants and tax breaks—as 
well as cheap labour. 
Northern Ireland does well 
on all counts. 


Grants 


~ Companies who invest 
in the North get 50% 
grants for buildings, 50% 
cash grants for machinery 
and equipment, 50% off 
training costs, and subsi- 
dies on interest payments. 

And when it comes to 
low wages, a divided 
workforce can offer the 
bosses lots of benefits. 

One of the main inves- 
tors in Northern Ireland is 
Seagate. 

Despite being described 
as ‘high tech’, the basic 
rate of pay is only £3.60 
an hour. Lollipop workers 
who escort children out of 
schools get £3.62 an hour. 

The reason why 
Seagate workers receive 
this amount is because 
they are called individu- 
ally into the manager’s 
office and told that they 
would be sacked if they 
joined a union. 


Anyone with the slight- 
est amount of radicalism 
should be exposing these 
multi-nationals instead of 
grovelling at their feet. 

During the investment 
conference, Sinn Fein held 
a demonstration outside. 


__ They were not protest- 
Ing at the fact that there 
are 92,000 unemployed in 
the North—or the fact that 
many of the multi-nation- 
als inside the conference 
had a non-union policy. 


Instead, they were pro- 
testing about the number 
of Sinn Fein delegates in- 
vited to the ere 
No one explained what 
was the point of having 
more Sinn Fein delegates 
at the £200 per ħead 
meal. 

Sinn Fein will claim that 


fraud 


q jobs”. This is how one 
HUGE BOOST H described the outcome 


conference held in Bel- 


John Major: £200 
dinners 


the new approach repre- 


sents a form of ‘realism 
and that jobs cannot be 
turned away. 

Ironically, the same 
point used to be made in 
the South a decade ago by 
the Workers Party when 
they frothed at the mouth 
at the sight of a multi-na- 
tional who would carry 
through Ireland's industrial 
revolution. 


Organise 


Socialists should be en- 
couraging workers to or- 
ganise unions in the multi- 
national firms. 

They should be telling 
workers to resist every at- 
tempt at blackmail by 
these companies who 
constantly use the threat 
of leaving to enforce low 
wages. 

But you cannot do that 
effectively if you are 
cosying up to them even 
before they arrive. 

What Sinn Fein will 
however end up doing is 
lobbying multi-nationals to 
move to Catholic areas 
rather than Protestant ar- 
eas. 

This will all happen in 
the name of ‘helping de- 
prived areas’. 

And, of course, it will be 
countered by others who 
find equally deprived Prot- 
estant areas. 


__ The new sectarianism 
IS going to be built 
around arguments of 
whether the Falls or the 
Shankill gets to have the 
Burgerland or 
McDonalds on their side 
of the peaceline. 


The only action which 
exposed the investment 
conference was a picket 
Organised by the Belfast 
and Derry Trades Councils 
and supecied by the So- 
cialist Workers Movement. 


This picket made it clear 
that the real issue in the 
North in not about one 
area getting more jobs 
than another but about the 
need for decent, unionised 
jobs for all areas. 


The picket showed up 
the real possibilities that 
exist for a left wing alter- 
native that cuts across the 
sectarian divide. 


he claimed 


Grozny. 


ters 12 feet across 
deep, 


Bombers flew sortie after sor- 
tie against the city, dropping 800Ib 
bombs four ata time, creating cra- 
and six feet 
and destroying blocks of 
flats and hospitals. Then several 
hundred tanks tried to move in. 


But, the Chechin resistance was 


YELTSIN HAS chosen to use the Russian 
Federation’s armed forces to bomb to the 
ground one of the Federation’s cities. 


Yet three years ago, 
when he became presi- 
dent. he claimed to stand 
for democracy. 

It was a claim that all 
the West’s leaders and the 
whole of the West’s me- 
dia accepted. 

But democracy for the 
Chechins and the other mi- 
nority nationalities inside the 
Russian federation—30 mil- 
lion people altogether— 
means the right to determine 
their own future. 

They never agreed to be 
ruled by Russia. They are 
part of the Russian Federa- 
tion because the armed 
forces of the old Russian 
empire of the Tsars con- 
quered and colonised them 
in the last century, just as 
Britain colonised India and 
Africa. 

Stalin returned to this 
policy of repression and 
colonisation, turning his 


ITALY: 


Berl 


“I HAVE aged seven 
years in seven 
months”. So said 
right wing Italian 
Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi 
as he resigned just 
before Christmas. 
Berlusconi and his 
ruling Freedom Alli- 
ance which included the 
separatist Northern 
League and the fascist 
MSI has collapsed after 
Italian workers refused 
to pay for the crisis of 
Italian capitalism and 
took to the streets in 
their millions. 
Billionaire business and 
Thatcher fan Berlusconi 
was sworn into office only 
last May in a meteoric rise 
to power, and feted across 
Europe as a “new kind” of 
politician. He promised a 
“clean pair of hands” af- 
ter the previous govern- 
ments dominated by the 
Christian Democrat and 
the Socialist parties sunk 


back on the Russian revolu- 
tion's promise of freedom 
for such peoples. In the 
1940’s he deported every 
single Chechin thousands of 
miles to the Soviet far east. 


Rose Up 


The Chechins showed 
their opposition to continued 
Russian rule when they rose 
up at the time of the at- 
tempted military coup in 
Moscow in 1991 and seized 
power for themselves. They 
were an integral part of the 
democratic movement that 
Yeltsin claimed to lead. 

Now he has turned his 
back on them for two rea- 
sons. 

Firstly, his economic poli- 
cies have failed dismally 
right across the Russian Fed- 
eration. Three years ago he 
promised that the market and 
privatisation would end the 
deep crisis into which 


sconi’s 


in a mire of corruption. 

Berlusconi also prom- 
ised to create a million 
jobs in the impoverished 
south to cut taxes. 

But seven months later 
there are no new jobs. He 
has been exposed as more 
of the old kind of politi- 
cian and now under inves- 
tigation for bribing tax of- 
ficials. His brother who 
helped run Berlusconi’s 
huge Fininvest business 
empire has already been 
found guilty of corruption. 


Attack 


Berlusconi and his allies 
also went on the attack 
against the Italian work- 
ing class when they pro- 
posed a 1995 budget which 
planned to take away the 
pension rights of millions 
of workers and to slash 
public spending. 

Workers responded 
with a huge wave of unof- 
ficial and official strikes 
affecting both the public 
and private sector. 

In October ten million 


continuing to hold out against 
incredible odds as we went to 
press. Three weeks after Rus- 
sia’s top 
claimed it would take a brigade 
of paratroopers a couple of 
hours to seize the city, it was still 
holding out. 

Meanwhile, such alleged de- 
fender of “freedom” in the West, 
Bill Clinton said nothing, while 
his spokesmen told journalists 
what happened in Chechenia was 
an “internal matter” for Yeltsin. 


general Grachev 


Stalinist state capitalism had 
led Russia. 

Today the crisis is worse 
than ever, with production 
down by about half and in- 
flation regularly at more than 
ten per cent a month. 

Yeltsin is deeply unpopu- 
Jar and desperate to divert 
attention on to other matters. 

So a month ago he saw 
waving the Russian nation- 
alist big stick over 
Chechenia as the easy op- 
tion—particularly as the 
both ‘Red Brown’ alliance of 
Stalinists and fascists groups 
and the Nazi Zhirinovsky 
base their opposition to 
Yeltsin around such nation- 
alism. 

Yeltsin's second motive is 
exactly as that behind the 
Western war against Iraq 
three years ago—oil. 

Grozny sits bang in the 
middle of the main pipeline 
bringing oil from the im- 
mense Azerbaijani oil fields 
to Western Europe. And 
Yeltsin is determined that 
Russia’s rulers, not 
Chechenia’s people, benefit 


ee 


workers struck and three 
million demonstrated dur- 
ing a one day general 
strike. Trade union lead- 
ers rushed to back work- 
ers action rather than lose 
control of the mass move- 


from this. 

So far, however, Yeltsin’s 
manoeuvre has backfired 
completely. The Chechins’ 
bitter historical memories 
have caused them to fight 
back heroically, so that the 
Russian troops have taken 
much longer to seize Grozny 
than they did Prague in 1968 
or even the Afghan capital 
Kabul in December 1979. 

This has caused deep 
splits inside the Russian 
military. A key top general, 
the conservative and right 
wing Afghan veteran, 
Gromov, has opposed the 
military action, and reports 
tel] of Russian units on the 
ground ignoring orders. 


Dislike 

And in Moscow all sorts 
of political forces have come 
out against Yeltsin. Among 
these are his former prime 
minister Gaidar, the former 
Soviet president Gorbachev 
(who took military action 
himself against the Baltic 
republics and Azerbaijan 
five years ago) and even 
some of the “Red-Brown” 
Russian nationalists. 

All these are motivated by 
Opportunistic dislike of 
Yeltsin and his key advisor, 
secret service chief 
Korzhakov. None of them 
really give a damn for the 
fate of the Chechins, any 
more than Clinton does. 

But they voice opposition 
because they know Yeltsin’s 
military escapade is disliked 
by vast numbers of Russians 
who remember the horror 
and humiliation of the Soviet 
defeat in Afghanistan. And 


government 


Beriusconi: Brought down by huge wave of anger 


ment altogether. 

The following month 
the trade unions called a 
mass demonstration 
which saw one and a half 
million workers fill the 
streets of Rome. 


\ 


republic’s capital, Grozny 


this must give hope to all of 
us who see that the only se- 
cure future for the former 
Soviet Union does not lie in 
the market, militarism and 
dictatorship, but in a free 


= 


Last month a planned 
general strike was called 
off by the trade union 
leaders, after Berlusconi 
shelved the attack on pen- 
sions. 

If the strike had gone 


association of peoples plan- 
ning their own future 
through real democracy. 
The Chechin fighting 
shows that the huge upheaval 
which began with talk of 


collapses 


ahead it would have 
brought down the govern- 
ment there and then, 
Instead the trade union 
leaders gave the Italian 
ruling class a breathing 
space. Berlusconi—the 
target for workers’ ha- 
tred—has been forced to 
step down as his coalition 
abandoned him. 


Blame 


Now Italian President 
Scalfaro has to try and 
form a new government or 
call a general election in 
the next couple of months. 
It is possible, although un- 
likely that Berlusconi will 
head a new coalition. 

If he does then the trade 
union leadership who 
pulled back in the “na- 
tional interest” last month 
from allowing mass action 
to bring down the govern- 
ment will be to blame. 

Fascist leader Fini is 
courting respectability. He 
has officially dissolved the 
MSI and is calling himself 
“post-fascist”, despite his 


Why Yeltsin bombs 
Chechenia 


BORIS YELTSIN marked the 
new year by unleashing what 


would be the final 
assault on the Chechin capial 


A Chechen woman holds an automatic rifle in the 


perestroika just eight years 
ago is not over and that Rus- 
sia's workers and oppressed 
national minorities will con- 
tinue to make their mark on 
history. 


praise of Mussolini and 
the support of the black 
shirted thugs who carry 
out his policy on the 
ground. 

At the moment Fini 
hasn’t got the electoral 
base to come to power— 
with twelve per cent of the 
national vote. He was also 
sidelined by the workers 
struggles, especially after 
he came out and con- 
demned the strikes and 
demonstrations. 

However, he could pick 
up in the future. Fini is 
hoping that disillusioned 
Berlusconi supporters will 
switch to vote fascist. 

That Berlusconi has 
been forced to resign is 
down to the militancy of 
the working class, 

However that militancy 
must be carried forward 
in the next months to op- 
pose not only a new gov- 
ernment which whatever 
it’s make up will be back 
on the attack at some 
point, but also to fight the 
fascist threat which is 
waiting in the wings. 
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New attacks on single parents: 


The return to 
Oliver Twist 


by CATHERINE CURRAN 


THE “REPUBLICAN revolution” in US poli- 
tics has allowed some odious reptiles to 
swim to the surface. 

One of them is Newt Gingrich, the newly- 
elected speaker of the House of Representatives, 
who is spearheading a campaign to scapegoat 
single parents. 

His proposals are being watched by right wingers 
all over the world who want to champion ‘family val- 
ues’. 

Under the proposed Personal Responsibility Act, 
the Republicans propose a series of legislation to 
eliminate the existing welfare entitlements of the 
poor. 

This means repealing the Food Stamps Act of 1977, 
the Child Nutrition Act of 1966, and the School Lunch 
Act of 1946. 

Every effort by the state to help children of the poor 
is supposed to produce a ‘dependency culture’. 

Instead the right wingers want children to suffer 
the full effects of their parents poverty. 

Gingrich personally favours the removal of wel- 
fare benefits from single parents under the age of 
18, and from cases where the paternity of a child is 
unknown. 

With the money saved in this way, he proposes to 
build orphanages for the children whose parents 
cannot feed them. 

For Gingrich, orphanages are “the best way to end 
the culture of poverty.” 

Under his plan, the number of children committed 
to orphanages in the US could be higher than in Vic- 
torian England, with living conditions just as bad. 


Deprived 


A spokesperson for the Child Welfare League of 
America said that the number of children in “out of 
home” care had already risen from 275,000 in 1986 
to 500,000 last year. 

Gingrich’s attack on single parents is a clear at- 
tempt to direct public anger away from the rich and 
onto the most deprived groups. 

The actual cost of the main welfare programmes 
in America is already tiny. 

Aid to Families with Dependent Children and Food 
Stamps, amount to only 2.7 percent of the US budget. 

More money is spent on a farm price support 
scheme which pays farmers to take land out of pro- 
duction so that food prices can be kept high. 

Scapegoating welfare recipients is a strategy de- 
signed to divide the working class by encouraging 
racism and bigotry. 

“Welfare recipient” is used by right wingers as a 
code word for black. 

But the right wing cry for a return to ‘family val- 
ues’ is riddled with hypocrisy. The people who make 
these calls know full well that society cannot be rolled 
back to the ideal pictures of suburban America or 
rural Ireland in the 1950s. 

They shout about ‘family values’ only because they 
want to impose discipline on a wider working class. 

Just like Irish bishops they themselves never live 
by the rules they preach for others. 

America’s warrior for ‘family values’ is a real case 
in point. Gingrich tried to persuade his wife Jackie 
to sign divorce papers while she lay in hospital re- 
covering from cancer therapy. 

“The bottom line is Jackie isn’t young enough or 
poy enough to be the wife of a President of the 

nited States” Gingrich told an associate. 

The proposed return to Dickensian orphanages is 
completely unworkable for US capitalism. The cost 
to the state would be enormous. 

According to a study carried out by the National 
Association of Child Advocates, the annual cost ofa 
child living with its mother is $2,655. 

The same child living with a foster family costs 
the government $4,800 annually, while a group home, 
aa to an orphanage, costs a massive $36,500 per 
child, 

More importantly, there is no evidence that the plan 
has the support of the public 

Even Time magazine called the orphanage pro- 
posal “punitive”. 
_ It revealed that the majority of Americans felt that 
it would be unfair to remove welfare benefits after 
two years. 

People also felt that the government should retrain 
people for jobs rather than simply cutting off ben- 
efits. 

Gingrich’s proposals show the viciousness of a 
ruling class that is divided and crisis ridden. 

Itis a weak ruling class, and one that can be beaten 
back by the present rise in workers militancy across 
the United States. 


“The business community have no need to worry” 
said the new Labour Minister 


for Finance Ruairi 


Quinn after his appointment.  — 
The Bank of Ireland’s leading economist, Jim Power, agreed. 
He said that “There is nothing in the programme of government that 


will scare the markets”. 

Labour and Democratic Left have 
come very close to Fine Gael’s out- 
look on the economy. 

The programme of the Rainbow 
Coalition shows why no rea! change 
can be expected. 


m TAX CUTS FOR THE RICH: 
The owners of large houses will pay 
less tax as the Residential Property 
Tax is cut back. 

Someone with a £130,000 house will 
pay only £585 in tax compared with 
£700 this year. Fine Gael have ful- 
filled their promise to their upper 
class supporters to reverse the prop- 
erty charge. 


E TAX ON SOCIAL WELFARE: 

There is no clear committment to 
scrap the taxes on social welfare. 
Some people may benefit from a ‘re- 
structuring of the tax’. 

But the unemployed will still pay 
extra tax when they go back to work 
and many part time workers may sec 
their earnings cut back. 

In opposition, De Rossa pointed out 
that £15 million was being robbed 
from those on social welfare while the 
rich were only paying £5 million un- 
der the property tax. 

But now as the tax on social wel- 
fare is hitting thousands on unemploy- 
ment benefit, de Rossa is taking of- 
fice as the Minister for Social Welfare. 


JOHN BRUTON is leading 
a declining party. 

Fine Gael’s Dublin vote 
has fallen from 40% in 
1979 to 21% in 1986 to 
18% in 1991. 

The party’s registered mem- 
bership has fallen to less than 
18,000 from 40,000 in the early 
1980’s. 

Bruton himself is symbolic of 
the roots of Fine Gael. 

He is a wealthy farm owner 
from Co, Meath. 

His father was prominent in the 
IFA, he chaired the livestock com- 
mittee, the Port and Docks Board 
and Cork Marts. 


Their old 
schools 


| A MAJORITY of the new Cabinet have 
gone to exclusive private schools. 
The Bruton brothers 

went to the most ex- 

pensive school in the 


Five Fine Gael Min- 

| isters and four Labour 
party Ministers have 
attended fee paying 


| secondary schools. 


state, 


Wood which is run by 


WATER CHARGES: 

Labour and Democratic Left coun- 
cillors have voted against water rates 
on local councils while Fine Gael 
have usually voted for. ; 

The new government has promised 
to stop the councils disconnecting 
people who have not paid water 
charges. 

This is only because they are fright- 
ened of the confrontations like that 
in Hillview in Waterford where 400 
people drove away scab plumbers. 

But the Coalition have not abol- 
ished water charges.Instead it is grant- 
ing tax relief on water charges up to 
the limit of £150. 

This sounds like a reform—but it 
could easily have the opposite effect. 

The tax relief only amounts to a 
mere £40 back. 


Limits 

As most councils are now charg- 
ing less than £100 at the moment, they 
will be encouraged to raise the charge 
on the basis that there is a tax relief 
available. 

Dublin Corporation is also now 
likely to press ahead with the water 
charges. 


© CUTS. The Coalition agreed to 
the spending limits set by the 


John Bruton went to Clongowes 
Wood College, a private boarding 
school. 

He was a member of the Guard 
of Honour of the FCA and became 
a corporal. 


Small feet 


He took Political Science and 
Economics at UCD then law at 
King’s Inn. 

He earned the nickname “Bru- 
tal Bruton” in 1982 for his budget 
which proposed taxing kids shoes. 

In an effort to defend the idea 
Garret Fitzgerald pathetically 
said that it covered a loophole for 
women with small feet! 


snob classes. 


ties networks. 


schools 


boarding fees. 
Clongowes T 


the Jesuits for Ireland 


Quinn and the Aitor- 
ney General, Gleeson, 
went to Blackrock 
College famous for its 
rugby and old school 


Spongers 


Only 2% of the Irish 
opulation at large 
ave attended these 
which 
charges anything up 
to £4,000 a year in 


One issue which 
this cabinet will; not 


Maastericht Treaty. 

These limits have already been the 
excuse for major attacks on the 
TEAM and Irish Steel workers. 

The offensive that the last govern- 

ment was preparing against Telecom 
and ESB workers is now set to con- 
tinue. 
© WOMEN'S RIGHTS: The new 
Coalition has won praise from the 
bigots of SPUC because they have 
refused to legislate on the ‘substan- 
tive issue’ of abortion. Pressure is 
now building up within Fine Gael to 
limit access to abortion, 


AL BRUTON 


The government promptly col- 
lapsed as the budget was voted 
down. 


It took Bruton some time to re- 
cover from this. 


On a speaking tour of America 
he proudly told a Washington au- 
dience: 


“A member of the family also did 
a good business selling mules to 
porh sides in the American Civil 
‘ar. 


“This showed the family’s fair- 
minded approach to politics.” 


Unfortunately for Fine Gael a 
spokesperson has admitted that 
“John Bruton still writes some of 
his own speeches.” 


be looking at is the | 
way that Irish taxpay- 
ers are subsidising 
the spongers who go 
to these schools. The 
stare is paying out £3 
million a year in teach- 
er’s salaries in these 
schools. 

The money is used 
to provide tiny class 
sizes and better 
equipment for the 
Pampered sons and 
daughters of the rich. 

Next time you hear 
them demanding sac- 
tifices from workers, 
tell them to look at 
their old schools. 


The 


bo 


FINE GAEL have always be 


party in Ireland. Whenever 


ble, they got called to office 


Despite some myths, there is 
nothing liberal about Fine Gach. 

Their history shows why they 
are just as right wing and big- 
oted as FF. 
M 1933: Fine Gael formed from 
group of three parties including 
the fascist Blueshirts, 

Its first leader was Loin 
O’Duffy the head of the 
Blueshirts. 


De Ross 
to the € 


THE DECISION of Demo- 
cratic Left to join the Fine 
Gael dominated Coalition is 
a huge change in previous 
policies. 

In the 1980s, De Rossa. 
Gilmore and Rabbitte were lead- 
ers of the Workers Party and de- 
nounced the Labour party for join- 
ing FG in Coalition. 

The party gained massively from 
the disillusionment with Labour 

erformance in the 1982-87 Coa- 
ition. 

Hundreds of trade unionists sup: 
ported Rabbitte and Gilmore when 
they were victimised as trade un- 
ion officials by the right wing lead- 
ers leaders of the ITGWU. 

One of the best stances thal 
Gilmore and Rabbitte took up was 
to denounce the Industrial Rela- 
tions Act which stops secondary 
picketing. 

They said that the Act would 
“make workers enter the economi? 
struggle with one hand tied”. 

But now they are part of a gov” 
ernment which has given no com 
mitment to abolish this law. 


about Fine Gael. 
y shows why they 


f myths, there 5 
t wing and 


7 


n 
5 vet gu 
ang? 


3 pòsses’ B-team 
have always been the second right wing 


and. Whenever Fianna Fail got into trou- 
t called to office. 


E 1950: Fine Gael leader John A 
Costello withdraws a proposed 
scheme of free health—-the 
Mother and Child Scheme 


Expresses 


He expresses the government’s 
“complete willingness to defer to 
the judgement given by the hier- 


B 1973: Fine Gael leader Liam 


ossa—from 


abinet 


Two main issues drove Demo- 
cratic Left pushed towards more 
right wing policies. 

First, they have always believed 
that they had to defend the institu- 
tions of the state against republi- 
cans. Democratic Left always de- 
nounced the Provos as ‘fascists’. 

Their main allies in this policy 
was Fine Gael. Both parties called 
for tougher law and order policies 
fo smash republicans. 


“We see no role for our party as a 
partner of a right wing 
goverment”—Founding Conference 
Document of Democratic Left (New 
Agenda) 1992 
“John Bruton is a man for whom I 
have the highest respect’—de 
Rossa 1994 


SS 
Both argued for a vigorous 
policy of extradition and use of the 
Special Criminal Courts. 
The logic of this was to go into 
government with Fine Gael. 
Second, the leaders of Demo- 
cratic Left used to arque that the 


Cosgrove votes against a Bill to al- 
low contraceptives to married 
couples because it is against his” 
conscience. 


Œ 1982: Fine Gael leader Garret 
Fitzgerald is the first party leader 
to agree to a constitutional refer- 
endum to give a one day old foe- 
tus the same right to life as a 
mother. 


@ 1992: John Bruton opposes the 
setting up of a Community Col- 
lege in Asbourne because the 
Church are not involved. 


De Rossa: Former Curragh 
internee, now cabinet minister 


USSR and the countries of East- 
ern Europe were socialist. 

When they were in the old Work- 
ers Party they claimed that the 
1956 revolt in Hungary “was a last 
ditch stand by fascists”. 

They denounced dissidents in 
Czechoslovakia as a “small luna- 
tic fringe”. 

As late as November 1989, de 
Rossa argued that “socialists in 
capitalist countries should not dis- 
claim the progressive achieve- 
ments of the socialist world over 
the last 70 years”. 

But when the full horrors of the 
Eastern European tyrannies were 
revealed, the leaders of Demo- 
cratic Left were in a state of shock 
and did an about turn to embrace 


Curragh 


THE RECORD of the last La- 
bour - Fine Gael Coalition of 
1982-87 is a warning to any- 
one who believes that this 
government will improve the 
living standards of workers. 

The 1982-87 Coalition began 
the housing cuts which are at 
the root of the shortage of pub- 


was a Minister, public sector pay 
was cut for five years running. 
When the government took 
office unemployment stood at 
170,000 which they said was so 


high a figure it was 
“unsustainable”. When they left 
office in 1987 the figure had 
risen to 210,000. 

Repression worsened, with 
the introduction of the Criminal 
Justice Bill. It gave the police the 
right to hold someone for 48 
hours without charge. This al- 
lows them to intimidate people 
and increased the chances of 
miscarriages of Justice. 

The Labour-Fine Gael Coali- 
tion justified these miscarriages. 
Nicky Kelly, a man framed for the 
Salins mail train robbery, was 


government, which refused to 
stand up to the Judges and 
Gardaí Chiefs. 

By the end of their period of 
office the Labour Party vote had 
fallen to 7%. There is every 
chance that it will happen again. 


the capitalist market. 

They argued that they stood for 
an “enterprising and competitive 
economy in Ireland”. The new pro- 
market policies meant having to at- 
tack workers. 

They joined in an all-party Dail 
resolution to denounce ESB strik- 
ers in 1991. 

De Rossa who is now the Min- 
ister for Social Welfare even ar- 
gued that “dole spongers” and 
"short day shirkers” had to be pe- 
nalised. 

Today DL has joined a right- 
wing government that will attack 
their own supporters. 

It shows why a new tradition of 
revolutionary socialism has now to 
be built to fill the vacuum. 
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what do 


socialists say? 


WHEN James 
Connolly came to 
Ireland in 1896 one 
of his first political 
tasks was to publish 


Workers Republic. 

This was a lively paper 
which carried reports of 
struggles and a series of 
brilliant articles on the fight 
against colonialism. 

Ever since then every 
serious socialist organisa- 
tion that tried to mobilise 
workers has had a paper. 

In the 1930s, Revolu- 
tionary Workers Groups 
produced the Irish Work- 
ers Voice which was sold 
in many factories through- 
out Ireland. 

In the 1980s, the Work- 
ers Party produce the /rish 
People which played a 
major role in organising 
the tax marches and tax 
strikes. 

Why do left wing organi- 
sations put so much effort 
into producing and selling 
a newspaper? 

One reason is to coun- 
ter the lies of the capitalist 
press. 

For example Ireland's 
richest man, Tony O'Reilly, 
has a major financial stake 
in The Independent, the 
Star, the Sunday Tribune 
and the Sunday World. 

Today four out of five 
papers that are sold ona 
Sunday in Ireland are 
owned or part owned by 
O Reilly. 

These papers promote 
the values of greed and 
profit and seek to maintain 
the existing order. They 
are weapons in the hands 
of the wealthy. 

The Sunday independ- 
ent carries columns from 
the stockbroker Shane 
Ross where he de- 
nounces workers who 
strike or Conor Cruise O 
Brien where he demands 
more repression against 
those who resist the Brit- 
ish army. 

In the face of the mass 
media pumping out anti- 
working class attitudes a 
publication presenting the 
case for socialism is obvi- 
ously useful. 

The politics of a social- 
ist paper stays the same 
over long periods but the 
style can change depend- 
ing on the audience which 
is available. 

During the 1980s very 
few workers were involved 
in strikes and most of 
those who were suffered 
bitter defeats. 


| THE REVOLUTIONARY 
IDEAS OF FREDERICK 


En 


A SPECIAL ISSUE TO 


Lindsey German 


*Engels’ Marxism by John Rees 
*Engels and the origins of human society 


by Chris Harman 


| *Engels and natural science by Paul McGarr 


Why publish a 
socialist paper? 


by KEVIN 
WINGFIELD 


This meant that Social- 
ist Worker could not hope 
to do much more than 
present socialist argu- 
ments to the relatively 
small number of people 
who were prepared to buy 
our paper. 

As a result the paper of- 
ten had long analytical ar- 
ticles where it tried to keep 
the message of socialism 
alive. 

But now we are at the 
start of a period where 
working class militancy is 
reviving. A socialist paper 
now has to be more con- 
crete and direct. It has to 
be the voice of struggle. It 
has to appear on a more 
reguiar basis and win a 
reputation giving working 
class militants news of 
struggle. 

One of the best exam- 
ples of a paper that won 
tremendous respect from 
workers was Jim Larkin's 
Irish Worker. 

During the 1913 lockout, 
it was selling 100,000 cop- 
ies a week and vastly out- 
stripped the rival republi- 
can papers. 

Where the usual papers 
concentrate on the lives of 
the film stars and person- 
alities, a socialist paper re- 
flects the experience of 
working class people. 

The difference is that 
while the Starand the Sun 
are papers produced for 
the mass of working class 
people Socialist Worker 
aspires to become a pa- 
per of the workers. 

It exposes scandals and 
injustices and points to 
where working people are 
fighting back. 


Reports 


We aim to make Social- 
ist Worker the place to find 
reports of strikes, activity 
against water charges or 
the Criminal Justice Bill, 
which are rarely found in 
the commercial papers: 

In Russia the Bolshevik 
Party was built around 
Lenin's Pravda. It devoted 
more than half its space to 
letters from working men 
in women in factories re- 
porting day to day condi- 
tions and the resentments 
against them. 

It is in these day to day 
struggles against capital- 
ism that workers build u 
their strength and organi- 


els 


ARK THE 


PTO beri 


CENTENARY OF ENGELS’ DEATH ona 
“Frederick Engels: life of a revolutionary by = 


sations. 

But for all these strug- 
gles to be brought to- 
gether into a tigni against 
capitalism itself, it is nec- 
essary to link them up with 
broader Marxist ideas. 

If the paper simply re- 
ported the struggles of 
workers it wouldn't over- 
come the dominance of 
capitalist ideas. 

After all it is possible to 
believe your boss is a 
swindler who must be 
fought but still believe that 
other bosses might be 
fairer. : 

It is possible to fight for 
better conditions in your 
workplace but think that 
there can be no alternative 
to capitalism. = 

This Marxist tradition 
expresses a system of 
ideas that confront and 
demolish the “everyday 
common” sense of capital- 
ism. 

Where the rest of a me- 
dia assume that there is a 
‘human nature’ È 

which is greedy and vio- 
lent, a socialist paper has 
to challenge this idea. 

The Marxist tradition is 
alt about the experience of 
working class revolution. 
Therefore the paper must 
carry articles on great 
movements of the past 
and the lessons for today. 

Finally, a socialist paper 
has to be an organiser. 

it must argue what must 
be done, what is the next 
step, what are the best 
tactics to employ in any 
fight. In this way the pa- 
per not only reflects the 
struggles of working class 
life but draw them together 
and organise struggles. 

For this to work the pa- 
per must build up an inti- 
mate relationship with the 
militants in the work- 
places, unions, estates 
and colleges. These peo- 
ple must be encouraged to 
take the paper, write for it, 
sell it to their work mates 
and support it. 

Lenin’s Pravda sold 
40,000 copies of each is- 
sue in 1913 and had over 
2,000 factory groups tak- 
ing up collections to sus- 
tain it. 

Out of this work the Bol- 
sheviks were able to build 
a party of workers that 
could organise for workers 
to take power in 1917. 

The new fortnightly So- 
cialist Worker also aims to 
become a major weapon 
is building a mass social- 
ist party in Ireland today. 
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“intelligence”. 


The other Richard Herrnstein, is a 
psychologist who has long argued that, 
“Poverty is linked to genetic defects.” 

In 1971, he claimed that “The ten- 
dency to be unemployed may run in a 


The book is not based on any origi- 
nal research but relies on the work of 
neo Nazi academics such as Richard 
Lynn, Professor of Psychology in Col- 
eraine. 

Lynn is described in the book as a 
‘scholar of ethnic and racial difference’. 

Lynn has in fact a very long record 
of using academic respectability to pro- 
mote racist views. 

In 1966 he argued that “if a nation 
with a more advanced, more special- 
ized or in any way superior set of genes 
mingles with, instead of exterminating 


Murray, Hermstein and Lynn share 
more than just shoddy research and rac- 
ist views. 

Their research has also been subsi- 
dised by one source: the Pioneer Fund. 

The Pioneer Fund was founded by 
millionaires in 1937 to promote racist 
views in universities. 

Lynn is the only academic in Britain 
or Ireland to have accepted its funds 
for research. 


But he did not be- tay 
lieve that intelligence It 
was inherited nor 
could IQ testing be 
generalised. 
Intelligence he 
claimed “cannot be 


surfaces are meas- 
ured”. 

He protested at the 
idea that ‘intelligence 
is a fixed quantity’ 
which cannot be in- 
creased. 


we must try to demon- 
Strate thatitis founded ity” 
on nothing.” 

Most people have a 
variety of talents but 
they are rarely able to 


human science or art. 


Not usually brilliant at 
maths, and brilliant tary, 
mathematicians do not 
always make wonder- 
ful novelists. 
Deciding which par- 


the basis of intelli- 


s wrong to think of 
intelligence as a single 
substance in the brain. 


Prove 


But after Binet’s 
measured as linear death IQ testing fell 
into the hands of right 
wing scientists who 
wanted to prove that 
the tests measured an 
“innate” intelligence. 
Instead of seeing the 
tests as a way of letting 
He said “We must teachers spot particu- 
pretest and react at lar problems, they saw 
is brutal pessimism: them as a measure of 
“educational capac- views about the poor 


master every area of have taken 53 pairs of 
separated identical 

Great novelists are twins to prove that in- 
telligence was heredi- 


He used his results 
to press for the estab- 
tanmient ot the 11+test fraud. 
which gra 
ticular aptitude forms ata ating Senden 


In his diari 
gence is therefore arbi- displayed pre rie 


The authors of a new book, The Bell Curve, argue that blacks are 
poor because they are inherently less intelligent. 

One of the authors, Charles Murray, is already famous for his at- 
tacks on single parents and those on welfare. 


Instead of exposing the fraudulent 
claims, the media has treated the book 
as a serious piece of scholarly research. 

Acover story appeared in Newsweek 
and the British magazine The Econo- 
mist described it as ‘fascinating’. 

The Irish Independent has given 
Richard Lynn a half page to promote 
the book. 

But the fabric of lies which pass for 
scientific evidence is really the agenda 
of two life-long racists. 

The Bell Curve argues that US soci- 
ety has become more egalitarian in the 
twentieth century, and that we now live 
in a society based on merit. 


“Naturally” 


They say this means intelligence is 
what increasingly determines who is 
rich or poor, with the best and bright- 
est, “naturally” ending up on top. 

Their second argument is that intel- 
ligence is determined by our genes— 
and that we can't change this, so the 
poor can never change themselves or 
society. 

Thirdly they say blacks have specific 
genetic roots and are therefore less in- 
telligent than whites. 

Their “solutions” are horrific. They 
want to stop the poorest people pro- 
ducing generations of inferiors by ‘ma- 


The myth of I 


IQ TESTING was developed by French psy- 
chologist Alfred Binet in 1905 to identify 
‘ children with specific learning disabilities. 


when he wrote about 


i the need for “forcible 
naoh n detention of the wreck- 
this way was Cyrii age of society to pre- 
Burt. Burt claimed to vent them propagating 


the species”. 


Fraud 


After his death, 
Burt’s ‘research’ was 
discovered to be a 


He had invented 
names and case stud- 
ies to give respectabil- 
ity to his hatred of the 


se 


Racism was invented to justify slavery 


nipulating their fertility’. 
They want to abolish special educa- 
tion and remedial programmes and 
spend the money on “talented” people. 
They want to end all social welfare, 
because it encourages women with low 


“Brain size” used to justify racism 


poor. 


Despite this, IQ test- 
ing in Irish schools is 
still very common. 

It is used to stream 
pupils from an earl 
age into different abil- 
ity classes, 


These tests discrimi- 
nate against working 
class students. 

All they really meas- 
ure is someone’s abil- 
ity to do IQ tests. 

This is why they 
should be opposed by 
teachers and parents. 


Why our rulers 
need racis 


ATTEMPTS are being made in the US to revive a dis- 
credited and dangerous argument about “race” and 


IQs to have babies. 

The Bell Curve is riddled with fla- 
grant contradictions. 

It points to the fact that there are now 
black judges as examples of how the 
effects of poverty can be discounted. 


Poverty 


But it never mentions that while cir- 
cumstances may have improved for a 
small layer of black people, the situa- 
tion for the vast majority has worsened, 
with a third living below the poverty 
line and blacks twice as likely to be 
unemployed as whites. 

US society is more unequal now than 
ever before, with money and privilege 
determining who gets ahead. 

Working class people are forced to 
attend inferior schools, which teach 
them their goal in life should be to se- 
cure boring, repetitive and low-paid 
jobs. 

The Bell Curve is part of a long tra- 
dition of pseudo-science which has 
tried to give cover to the racists, 

In 1851, a Dr SA Cartwright claimed 
Afnican’s intellectual inferiority made 
them suited to slavery. 

In the 1860s a pseudo science of 
craniotomy developed which claimed 
to link intelligence to the size of the 
brain. 

The same scientists also claimed that 
black people had smaller brains. 

In the 1960s right wing scientists 
such Jensen and Eysenck revived these 
theories. 


Eysenck also argued that the Irish 
‘race’ was less intelligent than the rest 
of Europe. 

In reality, there is no basis for the 
idea that there are biologically distinct 
races. 

The genetic differences between two 
black people can be much greater than 
between a black person and a white 
person. 

According to the scientist Stephan 
Rose, “The genetic variation between 
one Spaniard and another, or between 
one Masai and another is 85% of all 


— py DAMIEN 
McLOUGHLIN 


human genetic variation, while only 
15% is accounted for by breaking peo- 
ple up into groups” 

Groups of people can score differ- 
ently in IQ test because the questions 
are culturally biased. 

They are also assessed in a totally 
artificial situation that has no relation 
to how they function in real life. 

Immigrants to the US used to be 
shown a picture of a house and asked 
to supply the missing part. 

When Italian immigrants added a 
cross they were deemed to be less in- 


telligent because they had not added a 
chimney. 


Baseball 


Polish immigrants were described as 

feeble minded after they failed to an- 
swer questions about baseball and 
American food. 
_ The cultural bias was so obvious that 
in 1971 the US Supreme Court out- 
lawed the use of standardized tests by 
employers because they acted as a 
‘built-in head wind’ which discrimi- 
nated against minorities. 

In 1972, the National Education As- 
sociation called on schools to stop us- 
ing them because “a third of American 
citizens are intellectually mutilated be- 
fore they get a chance to get through 
elementary schools as a result of stand- 
ardised tests” 

But standardised tests haven’t 
changed in the US since the 70's -- they 
are still racially and culturally biased. 

The average IQ scores of black 
Americans may lag behind those of 
whites. 

But this proves nothing about the re- 
lationship between intelligence and 
Tace. 

The IQ scores of Catholics in North- 
ern Ireland also lag points behind those 
of Protestants, but The Bell Curve au- 
thors don’t argue that religion plays a 
determining role in intelligence. 

Lower IQ scores only prove that 
Blacks suffer discrimination in every 
area of society. 


Don’t waste your 
compassion 


CALL ME a hoary old traditionalist but p 

ut I'v 
always been under the impression that the 
victims of child abuse were the children 
who've been abused. 

But apparently not. You see it's all go j 
ali very well exposing these child al pa ie 
but now it’s turned into a media circus. Ae 

Enough is enough. Where is the concern for these 
unfortunate clergy men? Let he who is without sin 
cast the first stone. Rather than pointing the finger, 
now is a time to look to our own lives, a time for 
introspection, forgiveness and above all compassion 

This quaint little message has been peddied by a 
numbers of clerics recently. Butit has also been given 
support by John Waters, the Irish Times columnist 
id ahat the aras have won the war against 

ation and that it is ti 
stack = Bishops. is time to call a halt to 
ow Socialists are generally regard i 
generous on the compassionate front. a a 
your most rabid right winger would 
that we're a load of soft pinko sieeve what wit ete 
ting ol about poverty, starvation exploitation and 

We're all for compassion. Yet you could fit 

amount of compassion | have os the Basdoohie 


n priests that have been 
TY. ane Popping out of every half 
i open confessional in the 


| excess space of Boris 


Yeltsin's drinks cabinet. 

You see, the hierarchy 
of the Catholic Church on 
the other hand has never 
been unduly hampered by 
an excess of understand- 
ing and compassion. 

The burning of the 
witches, the Spanish inqui- 
sition, the pogroms 
against Jews, the torture 
of heretics, the collabora- 
tion with Nazis might 
spring to mind as exam- 
ples from the past. 

Or let's take it closer to 
home, the hell of the Magdelene laundries where un- 
married mothers were consigned, the misery forced 
on people by having their sexuality regulated by a 
group of distorted and repressed sickos for centu- 

es, the day to day fear and dread of communities 
under the watchful eyes of the moral police. 

It wasn’t a padded shoulder the bishops prof- 
tered “sinners”. 1 E 

It was stigmatisation, humiliation, and ulti- 
mately the eternal fires of hell and damnation that 
was on offer to those who strayed from the path. 

Ah, but that was in the dark ages, in the 1950s 
before Vatican 2—the Church nowadays is a differ- 
ent organisation, strict but flexible—a modern under- 
standing institution, changing with new times, and 
meeting the demands of the twentieth century. 

Anyone remember the 1980s? Eileen Flynn was 
fired from her teaching post for the heinous sin of 
becoming pregnant outside marriage. 


Fear 


The witch-hunt against Joanna Hayes unearthed 
frightening statistics of infanticide in Kerry, where the 
lack of contraception and women’s fear of the moral 
climate forced them to kili their babies. idee 

Anne Lovett died at 15 years of age giving bil 
at a grotto in a town where to recognise 
teenage pregnancy was a taboo. 

In ine osa days everything was hushed up, pou 
couldn’t say boo to a priest ene you certainly couldn 
accuse him of child sexual abuse. : 

che recent revelations have not just been the anearn 
ing of the odd bad apple in an otherwise healthy ins i 
tion. For centuries tne Church has been in ta f 
control of children's welfare as the educators of Iris 
kids. x : 

i i the au- 
It has consistently been involved in creating t 
thoritative climate which denies children the cone 
and the right to stand up against physical and se 
abuse. Heaths 

The Brendan Smyth case was not admitted by e 
aere was EMA if they had their way child abus 
ing priests would carry on behind closed doors: s 
they've always done and no-one would be any the w ae 

When Bishop Laurence Ryan told the Sunday Tri 
une"lt never dawned on anyone that the victim was god 
to suffer because of sexual abuse”, you get an it K ing o 
the type of secrecy and cover-ups which the Bishop 
dealt in over the years. i 

And given haifa chance, they would be back tonnen 
old habits again. Contrary to what John Waters thin ie 
the Bishops are still running our schools and many 
our hospitals. J 3 , 

They stil have their friends like Justice O'Hanlon on 
the High Court bench where he dispenses justice “ac 

i law of God’. i r 
Ee the hypocrisy of the Bishops isby no 
means over, That is why I've better things to do with my 


| compassion at the moment. 
by CATHY BERGIN 


Brendan Smyth 


(comment fireviews 
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The revolutionary ideas 


of Frederick Engels 


by CONOR 


KOSTICK 


FREDERICK Engels, 
who died 100 years 
ago, is often remem- 
bered as Karl Marx’s 


sidekick. 


But Engels was a great 
revolutionary in his own 
right and the new Interna- 
tional Socialism Journal 
celebrates his life and 
work on the centenary of 
his death. 

Like Marx, the young 
Engels became a rebel be- 
cause of the injustice of the 
dictatorship that existed in 
the 1830's and 40's in Ger- 
many. 

Although he was from a 
rich industrial family, Engels 
opposed the way that free 
speech was taken from reli- 
gious and philosophical dis- 
senters. 

Many students at the time 
were also radical. 

What marked Engels out 
from other students was his 
experience of going to work 
for his father’s firm in Man- 
chester. 

There he witnessed the af- 
termath of a bitter general 
strike. 

In his first major work, 
The Condition of the Work- 
ing Class in England, Engels 
saw workers not just as vic- 
tims, but as fighters. 

This led him to Jook back 
at all struggles in history and 
realise that beneath the bat- 


Marx had independently 
come to the same conclusion 
from speaking to French 
revolutionary workers in 


He and Engels met, and 
together worked through 


Frederick Engels 1820-1895 
tle of ideas was a fight be- their ideas. 
From this point onwards 
the two of them devoted their 
lives to worker's revolt. 


Revolution 


Their book The Communist 
Manifesto appeared just in 


time to connect with the out- 
break of revolution in 1848. 
The uprisings against the 
aristocracy eventually pe- 
tered out because the middle 
classes were too afraid to 
carry the revolution through. 
Engels fought as a soldier 
in a revolutionary group in 


Dublin’s ‘rare ou! times’ 


Dublin Tenement Life: spreading through the deathtraps for the 


Kevin C. Kearns Gill heart of the city. 


hundreds of families 


and MacMillan 
IN THE first half 
of the 20th Cen- 
tury, Dublin had 
the worst slums 
in Europe. 

Owned by rackren- 
ting landlords, crum- 
bling Georgian build- 
ings were occupied by 
thousands who 
poured into the city to 
escape rural Ireland 
after the Famine. 

The retreat of the 
wealthy and the ad- 
vance of the poor in 
the inner city created 
a vast gulf between the 
social classes. 

The rich saw the 
slumlands as a cancer 


The poor were des- 
perate to find a shelter 
of any kind and the 
tenements became a 
ghetto from which es- 
cape was practically 
impossible. 


Notorious 


By 1900, one third 
of Dublin’s population 
lived in single-room 
dwellings. Parts of the 
city were notorious for 
their squalor—the 
Coombe, Church 
Street, Beresford 
Street, Cumberland 
Street and Gardiner 
Street. 

The dilapidated 
buildings became 


crowded into them. 

Apart from the risk 
of fire, the tenements 
were in such bad re- 
pair that many were 
liable to collapse at any 
time. 

Diseases such as TB 
and typhoid were rife 
due to the poverty and 
lack of sanitation. 

While the middle 
classes denounced the 
slums, they contrib- 
uted little towards re- 
form. 

The 1913 Dublin 
Housing inquiry fi- 
nally revealed that 
members of the Cor- 
poration itself, as well 
as five aldermen and 
eleven councillors, 


were tenement owners. 
Respectable Victori- 
ans Dubliners argued 
that slum dwellers 
should be sterilised, on 
account of their al- 
leged mental and 
moral inferiority. 


Stigmatised 


Even the children of 
the tenements were 
stigmatised. 

One man, John 
Gallagher from the 
Coombe, described 
how tenement children 
went to the “poor” 
school run by the state, 
while the children of 
tradesmen and shop- 
keepers went to a pri- 
vate school run by the 
nuns. 


Video: Daens-The rebel priest 


A RECENT video release 
is a must for every so- 


cialist. 


Daens is a film about a 
Catholic priest who takes 
up the cause of workers in 


the Flemish town of Aalst. 


The fllm opens with small 
children crawling under big 
mechanical looms to pick 
up spare pieces of cotton. 
The next scene shows the 
Belgian bosses planning 
wage cuts against their 


workers. 


Into this scene comes Fr. 
Daens. Heis a rebel against 


foreman. 


the Church hierarchy who 
takes seriously what Pope 
Leo Xiil says in his encyc- 
lical about workers’ rights. 


Harassed 


At the centre of the film 
is a young woman textile 
worker who comes from a 
Catholic family. Her brother 
is a member of the bosses’ 
band of thugs. At work she 
is sexually harassed by her 


She mocks the young so- 
cialist who sells newspa- 


ers, believing that the 
eds offer no way out. In- 
stead she looks to Fr 
Daens’ agitation on behalf 


of the workers. 


But both she and Fr 
Daens find out that appeal- 
ing to the conscience of the 
employers gets them no- 
where. 

By the end of the film 
Daens has been expelled 
from the church. As Daens 
himself puts it, the workers 


have no friends above them 


and can only rely on them- 
selves. 


national school you 
weren’t as welldressed used to throw them 
and you weren’t as into the river and evye- 
fed and you  rything. 

looked inferior...you “Decent 


Despite the appall- 
ing living conditions, e d Eee 
the tenement people dalin t PRR M 
established strong tra- HAUL STEM Aah 
ditions of class solidar- 


the Rhineland until his unit 
were driven into exile. 

For the next twenty years 
Engels made a massive sac- 
rifices 

He did a job in his father’s 
firm to support Marx and al- 
low him to wnite his master- 
piece, Capital. 

During this time Engels 
contributed marvellous es- 
says in support of revolution- 
ary socialism. 

He defended nationally 
oppressed countries such as 
Hungary, Poland and Ire- 
land. 


Research 


He took up a campaign to 
prevent Britain supporting 
the South in the American 
civil war, and later, in 1871 
rallied to the defence of the 
Paris Commune when work- 
ers took over the city. 

One of Engels pioneering 
works was The Origins of the 
Family, Private Property and 
the State, 

It shows how the rise of 
women's oppression was 
connected to the break up of 
society into classes. 

In this journal Chris 
Harman tackles the critics of 
Engels book and uses new 
research to show why Engels 
was right. 

Another article by 
Lindsey German explores 
the development of Engels 
ideas against the backdrop of 
the 19th century. 

A final article by Paul 
McGarr looks at Engels con- 
tribution to science. 

If you want to Jearn more 
about the real socialist tra- 
dition then this book is a 
wonderful introduction to 
the life and thought of one 
of the greatest socialists. 


“If you went to the a great union man. 


“Oh, the union men 


people 
stuck together and 


“And the children, they’d know if you 
they weren’t even sup- were a scab, that you 
posed to talk to each were no good. 


“And the women, 


This bu ək shows the 
reality of tenement life 


One woman, Nellie in the words of the peo- 
Cassidy, spoke of the ple who lived there. 
contempt for scabs 
among the dock work- 
ers on City Quay. 

“One of our next 
neighbours 
worked on the docks 
and he went down 
(during the 1920’s 
strike) and took me fa- 
ther’s job—hescabbed and well worth a read. 


It is a testament to 
the brutality of Irish 
capitalism and the in- 
credible resilience of 
those who endured the 
hardship of inner city 
life. 


It is a brilliant book 


—V FELDMAN & 


“And me father was CATHERINE CURRAN 
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Workers create all the 
wealth in capitalist 
society. A new society can 
only be constructed when 
they collectively seize 
control of that wealth and 
plan its production and 
distribution. 


FOR REVOLUTION, NOT 
REFORM 

The present system 
cannot be reformed out of 
existence. Parliament 
cannot be used to end the 
system. 

The courts army and 
police are there to defend 
the interests of the 
capitalist class not to run 
society in a neutral 
fashion. 

To destroy capitalism, 
workers need ta smash 
the state and create a 
workers’ state based on 
workers’ councils. 


FOR REAL SOCIALISM, 
EAST AND WEST: 

The SWM welcomed the 
break-up of the USSA and 
the end of the East 
European dictatorships. 
These states were not 
socialist but were run by 
a state-capitalist class. 
We are against the 
domination of the globe 
by imperialist powers and 
we oppose their wars. We 
are for the right of all 
nations, East and West, to 
self-determination. 


FOR AN END TO ALL 
OPPRESSION 

We oppose all forms of 
oppression which divide 
and weaken the working 
class. We are for full 
social, econamic and 
political equality for 
women. 

We stand for: free 
contraception and free, 
legalised abortion and the 
right to divorce; the 
complete separation of 
church and state, an end 
to church control over 
schools and hospitals; an 
end to discrimination 
against gays and 
lesbians; an end to 
racism and anti-traveller 
bigotry. 

We argue for working 
class unity in the fight 
against oppression. 


FOR WORKERS’ UNITY IN 
THE NORTH: 

Northern ireland is a 
sectarian state, propped 
up by the British Army. 
Catholic workers are 
systematically discrimi- 


nated against by the state. 


The division between 
Catholic and Protestant 
workers weakens the 
whole working class. 
Workers’ unity can only 
be won and maintained in 
a fight to smash both the 
Northern and Southern 
states. 

We stand for the immedi- 
ate withdrawal of British 
troops. Violence will only 
end when workers unite 
in the fight for a workers’ 
republic. 


FOR AFIGHTING TRADE 
UNION MOVEMENT: 
Trade unions exist to 
defend workers’ interests. 
But the union leaders’ 
role is to negotiate with 
capitalism - not to end it. 
We support the leaders 
when they fight but 
oppose them when they 
betray workers. We stand 
for independent rank and 
file action. 


FOR A REVOLUTIONARY 
PARTY: 

To win socialism social- 
ists need to organise ina 
revolutionary party. This 
Party needs to argue 
against right-wing ideas 
and for overthrowing the 
system. The SWM aims to 
build such a party in 
ireland. 


“EVERY year its 
the same. The 
Company keep 
coming back for 
more and its 
time we resisted 


This was the reac- 
tion of one woman at 
the 500 strong mass 
meeting at the 
Packard plant before 
Christmas. 


Packard are de- 
manding major sacri- 
fices from their work- 
force, using the threat 
of closure to try to 
stop any resistance. 


Packard bosses are 
determined to repeat 
the exercise carried 
out at TEAM and 
Irish Steel. 


They are trying to 
force through a 41 
hour working week 
with workers “bank- 
ing” the extra hours to 
soften the blow of 
possible lay-offs in 
1996. 


This shows that the 
Company has a long 
term aim of “coming 
back for more”. 


ATGWU leader, 
Michael O’Reilly 
claimed that “the 
workers are in a no- 
win situation”. 

But workers have 
already shown their 
willingness to resist 
the attacks of the 
bosses when they 
voted three to one to 
reject the pre-Christ- 


Belfast Central 


8.00pm contact national 


Wednesday 11th January: 
Prospects for socialism in 
1995 


Wednesday 18th January: 
The revolutionary ideas of 
Engels. 


The union were 
wrong to recommend 
acceptance of this 
deal. 


Motors 


General 


Packard, General Motors, 


shown recently by 11,000 striking 
workers in their car manufacturing 
plants in the USA that they cant 


have it all their own way. 


THE PARENT company of 


Workers there struck against 
compulsory overtime and forced 
the company to employ another 


was 


Meets every Wednesday at 


address for details of venue 


y Name Wis Sic ooa 


me little better than workers 

what was originally 

on the table. show the 
Pay Freeze | qq¢@89).0. 


The company are 
also demanding a pay 
freeze for two years 
and a dropping of all 
industrial relations 
claims. 

This is not the first 
time that Packard 
went all out to attack 


workers conditions. 
During a_ bitter 
strike in 1987 they 
used helicopters to re- 
move components 
from the factory. 
That dispute re- 


800 people. 


sulted in a “no strike 
clause” being forced 
on the workforce. 
Packard, a subsidi- 
ary of General 
Motors, has factories 
in Turkey, Portugal 


and Eastern Europe, 
where workers pay 
and conditions are far 
worse than in Ireland. 

They are attempt- 
ing to reduce work- 
ers’ standards here to 


maintain their own 


profits. 


Unity 


Many of the pro- 
posed changes will 


not effect all 
sections of the 
workforce. 


But unity in de- 
fence of conditions 
is essential to win. 


Anti Nazi League demonstrate against Lynn 


THE ANTI Nazi League held a dem- 
onstration in Coleraine on Decem- 
ber 7th against Richard Lynn, a pro- 
fessor of psychology at University 
of Ulster, Coleraine. 


Lynn receives funds from the Pioneer 


Fund, an American 
far right organisa- 
tion, to try and 
“prove” that blacks 
are less intelligent 
than whites. 

He also says 
women are less intel- 
ligent than men. 

His lectures are 
compulsory for first 
years. Students have 
to sit and listen to his 
racist and sexist 
ideas. 

This is contradict- 
ing the university’s 
supposed policy of 
equal opportunities. 


The Anti Nazi 


League are cam- 
paigning to have 
Lynn sacked. 
Around 100 dem- 
onstrators marched 


into the Students’ 
Union at Coleraine 
shouting for Lynn to 
he sacked. 

They were told that 
nobody from the ad- 


ministration was in the 
building to explain 
why Lynn was still be- 
ing employed at Col- 
eraine. 

A sit-down protest 
was held outside 


League until Lynn re- 
tires. 

The Anti Nazi 
League are not pre- 
pared to let this hap- 
pen. 

A vote was taken 


Belfast South Cork 
Meets every Thursday at Meets every Tuesday at 
8.00pm contact national 8.00pm in the Anchor Inn, 
address for details of venue porge: Quay 

uesday 10th January: 
Thursday 12th January: Why a there M 
Why we need a Speaker: Adrian Cubbin 


revolutionary party 


Thursday 19th January: 
The revolutionary ideas of 


Frederick Engels. 


cmr er n ee a 


ı JOIN THE SOCIALISTS ! 


į Ifyou want to join Socialist 
1 Worker, fill in this form and 
1 send it to: PO Box 1648, 

; Dublin 8, Tel: (01) 872 2682 
|] 


Tuesday 17th January: Can 
workers plan society? 
Speaker: Billy O'Reagan 


Derry 


Meets every Tuesday at 
8.00pm Contact national 
address for venue 
Tuesday 10th January: 
Tories on the Run—time to 
finish them off 

Tuesday 17th January: 
How to save our hospital 
Speaker: Goretti Horgan 


Dublin Clondalkin 


Meets every Wednesday in 
the Treasure Box opposite 
Boss Hogs 

Wednesday 11th January: 
Can Socialist Worker 
replace The Star? 
Wednesday 18th January: 
The revolutionary ideas of 
Karl Marx 


Dublin Drimnagh 


Meets every Tuesday at 
8.00pm in the Half Way 
House 


= 


Tuesday 10th January: 
1905: The first Russian 
Revolution 

Tuesday 17th January: 
Islamic fundamentalism: 
Why is it on the rise? 


Dublin North Central 


Meets every Wednesday at 
8.00pm in Conways Bar, 
Parnell Street 

Wednesday 11th January: 
Are all men sexist? 
Speaker: Ann Marie 
O'Connor 

Wednesday 18th January: 
The Revolutionary ideas of 
Karl Marx 


Dublin Phibsboro 


Meets every Thursday at 
8.00pm contact national 
address for details of 
venue. 

Thursday 12th January: 
The revolutionary ideas of 
Engels 

Thursday 19th January: 
Nationalism or socialism? 


Dublin South 


Meets aay Wednesday at 
8.00pm in Clarkes Bar, 
Wexford Street 
Wednesday 11th January: 
Can Socialist Worker 
replace the Star? 
Wednesday 18th January: 


Lynn's office until a 
representative of the 
university collected 
the petitions calling 
for Lynn to be sacked. 


Delay 


The Anti Nazi 
League were told that 
the university “will 
look into the matter”. 


calling for another 
demonstration within 
a month if there is no 
response from the uni- 
versity. 

Lynn should not be 
allowed to retire with 
credit. 

He should be sacked 
from Coleraine Uni- 
versity. 

The next demon- 
stration should be even 
bigger, and branches 
need to start building 
for it now. 

Lynn should be 
sacked and if we mo- 
bilise enough people 
he will be. 


This is despite the 
fact that Lynn has 
been employed there 
for 15 years. 


The administration 
of Coleraine know 
Lynn's views but hope 
to delay the Anti Nazi 


The Revolutionary ideasof The Star? 

Karl Marx Woy 17th January: 
Dublin South Central noib senna KI A 
Meets every Thursday at controls the media? 
8.00pm in the Trinity inn, 

Pearse St. Maynooth 

Thursday 12th January: Thursday 19th January, 


Islam: Threat or Promise? 


Class Hall B, Ma’ th 
Speaker: Marnie Holborrow Wha 


University, 6pm: What did 


aes 19th January: Mark standon 
e revolutionary ideas of 
Frederick Enaele Speatter: Newg 
Jonathon Pratschke Meets every Wednesday at 
> 8.00pm—contact national 
Dublin: Tallaght address for details 
Mati every other Waterford 
nursday at 8.00pm in Meets 
Kilinarden Communiy B.eopmin the AGW Hall 
Keyser St 
Dun Laoghaire all pee eee 
Meets every Tuesday in Speaker John Kiely i 
AAA January: Can Wve tend Suen, 
Socialist Worker replace OKeete mat 


i For further details and 
information of the SWM in 
Athlone, Coleraine, Dundalk, 
Galway, Letterkenny contact the 
national address: PO Box 1648 
Dublin 8 or Phone (01) 872 2682 


An Post -dsa ee 
Strike threat forces back off 


MANAGEMENT in 
the Ballsbridge De- 
livery Office sus- 
pended 30 workers 
in early December 
for “overstaying 
their tea breaks”. 

An Post have been try- 
ing to break agreements at 
local post offices and used 
the tea break excuse to try 
to force through cuts in 
working conditions. 

But Dublin postal workers 
have once again given a de- 
cisive blow to the Compa- 
ny’s plans. 

The threat of Dublin-wide 
industrial action forced the 


company to reinstate the 30 
workers. 

The company then refused 
to pay the three days lost to 
the workers and the Commu- 
nications Workers Union 
took a ballot vote for strike 
action to secure payment of 
the wages. 

93% of Dublin postal 


workers voted in favour of 
strike on the issue of the 3 
days pay. 

_ This forced the company 
into the Labour Relations 
Commission who agreed 
that the three days owed 
should be paid. 


Twist 


„But there was an extraor- 
dinary twist when the LRC 


recommended that two and 
a half days pay should go to 
the workers and half day to 
a “suitable National Char- 
ity —possibly the Vincent 
de Paul. 

» As one postal worker put 
it: 

“Charities need the 
money at Christmas time 
but we earned it and it is up 
to us how we spend it.” 

“The Government should 


N.I. Post Office 


MANAGEMENT at Northern Ireland Post Of- 
fice received an early Xmas present. 

A 24-hour strike by counter staff in response 
to back door privatisation was called off by lead- 
ers of the Union of Communication Workers. 


They claimed the strik 


e would only have taken 


place in the west of Northern Ireland and there- 
fore would not have been successful. 

_ However the marches against privatisation ear- 
lier this year and the success of the strike in Brit- 
ain showed the anger is there to beat the bosses. 

_ Effective picketing could have spread the ac- 
tion and prevented scabs from Belfast being used 
to undermine the strike in Scotland. 


Galway Bus Eireann 


LESS THAN two 
weeks before Christ- 
mas a temporary 
driver for Bus Eireann 
in Galway city was 
dismissed after man- 
agement accused him 
of crashing his bus 
into another one and 
causing it damage. 

The driver insisted he 
wasn’t responsible. But 
management refused to 
budge. 

Over ninety of his work 
mates went on unofficial 
strike insympathy with him, 
staging ‘a show of solidar- 
ity’ at the Fairgreen exit of 
the bus depot and rightly ig- 


Lightning strike 


Pickets also toured the 
city in cars to prevent private 
operators from picking up 
passengers. 


The workers were deter- 


mined that they would win. 
As one of them said: 


“We're really worked up 
about this. There are men 
on this picket from as far 
away as Clifton and Long- 
ford.” 


‘Aer Lingus 


THE NOTORIOUS Aer Lingus 
“Cahill Plan” has run into trou- 
ble again, this time in the bag- 
gage handling area of Dublin 


take care of the poor in 
Dublin and not with our 
wages.” 

The CWU was not pre- 
pared to resist this farce and 
instead agreed to pay the 
other half day from union 
branch funds. 

This was wrong. 

It meant that workers were 
really being forced to pay 
themselves by the use of 
their union subs. 

But the huge vote in fa- 
vour of strike action to se- 
cure the wages is a marker 
that shows the resistance in 
the company for what’s 
ahead in 1995. 

An Post plans to “main- 
tain the quality of service” 
and at the same time “reduce 
costs” mean they will adopt 
a hard line to attack wages 
and conditions of all postal 
workers. 

But these workers know 
that “a row is a row” and 
that rank and file organisa- 
tion can win even when the 
union is unwilling to lead. 


stude 


the 
way 


LETTERKENNY 
RTC struck for a day 
over the unfair 
docking procedure 
of ESF grants. 

College authorities were 
docking grants by half a 
day for missing five min- 
utes of the first lecture and 
keeping the money in their 
own kitty. 

When students finally 
got their grants, 30 per 
cent received only half 
their grant and 10 per cent 
no grant at all. 

With the ESF grant al- 
ready well below the pov- 
erty threshold, any dock- 
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Letterkenny 
nts show 


ing of grants results in 
massive hardship. 
But students organised 
against the greedy college 
authorities holding a one- 
day strike in the college 
and a demonstration of 


à 


1,300 students in the 
town. 

The reaction of the au- 
thorities was to reimburse 
the docked grants and put 
a new system of grants in 
place. 


THE FUTURE of Irish Steel still looks uncertaii. In Au- 
gust, SIPTU workers accepted a plan which included 111 
reduindancies. 

All but a few of the 111 people have now left the plant 


PREMIER DAIRIES planned 
to “celebrate” their cente- 
nary this year by destroy- 
ing 100 jobs at their plant 
in Finglas, North Dublin. 

But the workers have forced 
management to postpone 
their programme of cuts. 

The bosses say the cuts are 
needed because of a sixteen 
per cent drop in profits. 

But they had no problem find- 
ing £40 million to buy up plants 
in Spain and Germany. 

On top of that they spent £2 
million to get Zig and Zag to ad- 
vertise Yoplait yoghurt on TV. 

Premier bosses wanted to 
shut everything at the Finglas 
alant except the glass bottle 
ine. 

This would leave anly 26 jobs 
at the plant. Already the work- 
force in their two Dublin facto- 
ries has been cut from 1,600 in 


arrangements. 


we are running all day from one flight to 
the other”, was how one worker described 
their frustration with the new “flexibility” 


Premier workers fight 
100 job losses 


1984 to 330 at present. 


Many of the workers have 
given long years of service to 
Premler. 


Members of one family have 
worked 250 years between them 
for the company. 


In 1984 ihe workers agreed to 
forego a pay rise of 5.5 per cent 
“for the good of the company”. 
They were told they would get it 
back when things improved but 
after more than ten years there 
is still no sign of the increase. 


Ignored 


Management have ignored 
this loyalty and expect the work- 
ers to pay for their crisis. Their 
aim is to double productivity 
and halve the workforce. 


The Company White Paper de- 
mands a pay freeze this year, 


complete flexibility across all 
grades and cuts in meal allow- 
ances. The document warns that 
“further majorchange cannot be 
avoided”. 


Management have tried to 
split the workers at the Finglas 
plant from their colleagues in 

athfarnham but so far their di- 
vide and rule tactic has failed. 


One shop steward told Social- 
ist Worker: “The shop stewards 
in Finglas and Rathfarnham had 
not met for twenty years uniil 
they went out together for a 
drink recently to talk about de- 
fending jobs.” 


The result was a 95 per cent 
vote by the Rathfarnham work- 
ers to support the workers in 
Finglas. This forced the man- 
agement to put back the cuts 

ranned for the 31st December 
ast. 


The workers say they are pre- 
pared to take immediate indus- 
trial action if management 
resume their attacks in the next 
few weeks. 


Philcoat plastic powder plant in the Cork marina. 


Sixteen workers were se- 


worker was in a critical con- 


with redundancy payments 
of between £10,000 and 
£35,000, 

Management claimed that 
thewse redundancies were vi- 
tal if the plant was to be made 
vinble. 

To everyone's amazement 
the same management decided 
to put on an extra shift in the 
rolling mill in November and 
it was made clear that this ex- 
tra shift was lang term. 

To work this shift, manage- 
ment had to employ 35 people. 
This practice has made a 
mockery of the redundancy 
plan. Would it not have made 
mores sense to keep 35 people 
from the existing workforce 
instead of having paid them an 
average of £25,000 per man 
and then immediately replace 
them? 

It seems that the trish Steel 
plan is to have a temporary 
workforce where workers can 
be laid off and called back 
whenever management decide. 

The workers have accepted 
all these plans on the basis that 
the government would invest 
£35 million of EU money in the 
company and gaurantec its 
future for ten years. In fact the 
government have not even ap- 
plied to the EU for the moncy 
and will not do so until April 
1995, 

The politicains have been 
too busy telling lies and stab- 
bing each other in the back to 
worry about workers’ future. 


The stink of profit 


IN DECEMBER a serious accident took place at 


weeks. 
Philcoat had been warned 
by staff at the adjoining 


noring the Industrial Rela- riously injured and one 
tions Act. r 

One worker put it this 
way: “It takes a lot to get 
ninety men out at a time like 
this. 

This is the week when 
we'd normally be trying to 


Raillink plant of obnoxious 
smells coming from their 
plant on several occasions. 

The fumes caused Raillink 
workers to get severe mi- 
graine, vomiting and sore 
throats. 

One of the workers Dave 


dition in hospital for several 


Cutters sit down 


Official backing 


SIPTU have been forced to give official 
backing to the workers in their dispute. 


Airport. 

Three weeks before Christmas work- 
ers took unofficial industrial action 
when the company threatened the sus- 

nsion of one worker. 

Po The dispute happened because of the 
tight scheduling of Winter flights and the 


This followed the resignation of four 
Shop Stewards, angry with their union’s 
approach to the dispute. 


= 


earn a bit of overtime, try- 
ing to make a bit of money 
for our wives and kids for 
Christmas.” 

They stopped all city and 
county buses running for 
three days. 

Management attempted to 
bring in private drivers but 
after the strikers explained 
their case most of them 
turned back. 

Gardai were called when 
strikers prevented one pri- 
vate bus from taking on 
fares but despite their pres- 
ence the bus left empty- 


company’s idea of what “flexibility” 
eans. ‘ 

M Workers were run off their feet cover- 

ing for both baggage handling and cater- 

ing duties. : 

PE Where we were normally rostered tor 

either baggage handling or catering, now 


Belfast City Bus 


the driver but a threatened 
walkout made them quickly 
withdraw the sacking. 
However management 
suspended the driver for two 
days and out him on 18 
months probation. 
Although the decision to 


workload. 


BUS drivers in Belfast are 
balloting on industrial ac- 
tion after the company dis- 
ciplined a driver for giving 
a passenger the wrong 


ticket. 
Initially City Bus sacked 


Seventy-five per cent of the workers 
have now voted in favour of industrial ac- 
tion at the Airport and are determined if 
talks between the union and the company 
fail that they will resist Aer Lingus’ at- 
tempts to make them take on the extra 


ballot should be welcomed 
it should be remembered that 
it was immediate strike ac- 
tion that got loyalist para- 
military threats retracted. 

Management threats 
should be met in the same 
way. . 


THE CUTTING sec- 
tion in Waterford 
Glass took two days 
of industrial action 
in December. 


They held a sit-down on 
the job and got tremendous 
support from other workers. 
It was sign that confidence 
and militancy is returning to 
the factory. 


The action started after 
workers found that they were 
being required to cut greater 


quantities of heavier glass. 
As much of their wages is 
made up by a payments by 
results system they found 
that their earnings had de- 
creased. 

After the action manage- 
ment made some conces- 
sions. 


Waterford Glass has 
started to retum to profit. Up 
to now the fat cats around O 
Reilly and Morgan Stanley 
have been creaming off the 
results. Now workers are 
demanding their share. 


Downey said that he had to 
get off work on several occa- 
sions because of the smell he 
had worked near a wall that 
linked his plant to Philcoats. 

“We had been complain- 
ing for over two years about 
the smell and nothing was 
done” , he said. 

What made the tragedy 
worse was that when firefight- 
ers came on the scene, they 
had not been given a list of the 
dangerous chemicals at the 
plant. 

As result two firefighters 
also had to be hospitalised. 
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| THE NEW year began with hopes for continued peace in 
| the North. 
| But those hopes are being put in danger—not by the 
IRA but by John Major. 
Over four months since the IRA ceasefire and almost three months 
since the loyalists ended their sectarian murder campaign, Major 
still hasn’t made any move to advance the chances of peace. 


Instead Major, Mayhew and the 
Tory mandarins are acting as if the 
ceasefires had never been called. 

The only changes have been largely 
cosmetic. British soldiers patrol Bel- 
fast in berets instead of helmets. Secu- 
rity barriers have been removed in 
some areas and border crossings are 
easier. 

But the British army continues to 
harass civilians, particularly young men 
from Catholic areas. A 

A Committee on the Administration 


| of Justice survey published in early De- 


cember reported that half of all 18-year 
old Catholics had been harassed by the 
security forces in the previous three 
months. 

Just days before Christmas, Martin 


| Meehan, a veteran republican, was as- 


saulted by soldiers near his North Bel- 
fast home and left with a badly cut face 
and a possible heart attack. 
The prisoners’ question is causing 
_ most concern in working class areas. 
There are several hundred political pris- 
oners in Northern jails. None of them 
would be in prison were it not for the 
political turmoil of the last twenty five 
| years. 
Major, like Thatcher before him, 
| tries to label these men and women 
common criminals and refuses to grant 
an amnesty or even to relax the parole 
| regulations. 


In fact, this Christmas, they imposed 
a very strict interpretation of the pa- 
role regulations and refused Christmas 
parole to prisoners who would have ex- 
pected it on the basis of last year’s rul- 
ings. 


Sectarian 


To make matters worse, the prisons 
are operating a blatantly sectarian ap- 
proach to requests for compassionate 
parole. Gerard Loughlin, a republican 
on remand in Long kesh, was refused 
compassionate bail to get married. Yet 
two loyalists on remand for similar 
charges were each given parole to at- 
tend separate weddings. One of them 
wasn’t even getting married but was 
groomsman to a friend. 

Now Major says that no further 
progress can be made with the peace 
process until the IRA have handed in 
or decommissioned their weapons. This 
is nonsense and he knows it. The ma- 
jority of political parties on this is- 
land—Fianna Fail, Fianna Fail, Demo- 
cratic Left, Official Unionists and Pais- 
ley’s DUP—had an armed wing at some 
point in its history. None of these 
groups ever handed in their arms, 

Major knows that arms don’t have 
to be, and are unlikely to be, handed 
in. Senior sources in the RUC told the 
Observer newspaper that it could prove 
“counterproductive for the British Gov- 


ernment to insist on the IRA and Loy- 
alists surrendering their arms”. 

Even Cardinal Cathal Daly warned 
that there was a danger the opportunity 
for peace would be “frittered away in 
our hands. There must be some sense 
of urgency”, he said, arguing that the 
two governments must DO something 
to encourage peace. 

Major and his Tory mates are nat 
doing anything to encourage peace be- 
cause they can’t agree on what to do. 
That's not surprising since the Tory 
party has been unable to agree on any- 
thing except hanging onto power for 
some time now. 

The Daily Telegraph last month said 
of Major’s government: “If any previ- 
ous administration was ever held in 
such total contempt by the electorate, 
history has left no record”. 

The Tory government is paralysed by 


fraud—page four 


disunity within its ranks and by fear of 
the anger of ordinary people who face 
poverty and unemployment because of 
their policies. 

When it comes to its policy on North- 
em Ireland, it is even more boxed in. 
Since the Maastricht debate over a year 
ago, Major’s government has been in 
hock to the Unionists. Without the votes 
of Molyneux’s Unionists, Major would 
be out of office. So he won't do any- 
thing to upset them. 


Delight 


Fortunately, the IRA ceasefire will 
probably hold for some time. The mood 
on the ground in all working class ar- 
eas is of delight at the ceasefires, so 
any renewed armed struggle would be 
deeply unpopular. 

But the underlying sectarianism built 
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EACE 


into the Northern state is always a dan- 
ger to peace. 

The savage murder on December 22 
of Noel Lynass, a Catholic student at 
Queens, by a sectarian gang brought 
this fact starkly home. 

If peace is to last and sectarian kill- 
ings to stop, workers must unite and 
fight for our own interests against Tory 
policies, and against sectarianism. 

Nobody can predict what's going to 
happen in 1995. But we do know that 
working class people, Protestant and 
Catholic, are angry at low wages, poor 
working conditions and lack of trade 
union rights. And people are very an- 
gry at the way Major is gambling with 
peace. 

If that anger bursts into a fightback 
against Tory policies, it will do more 
for lasting peace than any amount of 
talking. 


es ranged from £62,000 


out of the NHS and become a Trust in April 
1996 if the Tories and health bureaucrats 
have their way. 

The move was announced before Christmas when Tory 
health minister Denton revealed that AtInagelvin was to 
become a “shadow Frust“ on 1 April 1995. This means 
that from this April it will start to act like a Trust. 

The move to Trust status is apposed by most of the 
doctors and all the nursing anciliary workers’ unions. 

Experience of Trusts in Belfast and in Britain shows 
that it will mean job losses for the people like nurses, 
auxiliaries, porters, ete and huge pay rises for the army 
of managers who are pushing the privatisation. 

A report published on 2nd January by the Independ- 
ent Labour Research Department in London found that 
11,000 extra nurses could be employed by the health serv- 
ice for the money spent paying the directors of Trusts. 


to £112,000 a year. 


Consultants at Altnagelvin have already told patients 
that once the hospital goes Trust, they won’t be able to 
provide the same kind of service. The Trust will be oper- 
ated on market principles. 

As one Trust boss in England said last year, that means 
that cost and efficiency comes first and second and the 
patients a poor third. 

One Unison member told Socialist Worker: “I want to 
fight the move to Trust status—for the sake of my job. 
but also for the patients.” 

Unfortunately, many of the workers in the hospital 
have been influenced by the attitude of union officials 
who seem to think the privatisation can’t be fought. 

But Post Office workers have already shown that pri- 
vatisation CAN be stopped. 

Keep Altnagelvin in the NHS! It can he done, 


